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FORElw?RP 


The Central Institute ol Indian Languages 
set up in 1969 is engaged in application-oriented 
and inter-discip1 inary work in the areas of 
language description, language pedagogy, language 
technology, language elevelopmenr and language 
planning. It is also the information centre fcir 
collecting, storing and disseminating information 
relating to Indian languages To make the research 
results available Lor the solution ol problems 
relating to language, the institute has a aeries 
of publications and one or the series gives the 
phonetic description of Indian languages. 

As an apex body in the country for the 
language and linguistic research, the Institute 
identifies arc-iH where special attention and 
assistance are to be given for development. 
Phonetics is one such area, us it was one of the 
important concerns of Indian traditional•gram 
ncirians ami as it is basic to many aspects of 
linguistic studies. Hie Institute provides a 
forum for phonetic experts in the country to 
draw out research prograci^a and discuss their 
research results, organizes training programmes 
in phonetics lor students ot linguistics and 
teachers of language and coordinates phonetic 
research in the country by bringing together 
the phoneL ici«iris and making the phonetic equip¬ 
ments accessible to more researchers. 

Having the Mandate to find out common 
features between Indian Languages, it is also 
working on phonetic features shared by the 
Indian languages. The phonetic readers which 
give details of phonetic description will be 
the first step in this direction. 
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Concerned with the development of tribal 
and other minor languages, the Institute pre¬ 
pares phonetic readers in these languages to 
form the basis for grammatical description, to 
provide material for teaching pronunciation of 
these Languages and to give a base for the 
development of ecri pt. 

The content and organization of the 
phonetic readers reflect aLl these interests. 
They arc called Phonetic Readers not because 
they sire compilation of phonetic texts but 
because of their aid to Language teachers and 
language planners. 

If these two categories of people find the 
series useful, our efforts in bringing out this 
publication will be considered as fulfilled 
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PKEFACS 


About six per cent of the population of 
India is tribal. There have been three views 
about how beat they can be drawn into the main 
stream of our national life. One obvious way is 
not to draw them at all and leave them alone and 
preserve their culture and traditions intact as 
museum pieces. The other extreme view ha* been 
to sorL of drown them in Che mainstream and 
completely assimilate them. The third view ii 
to see that the best in their traditions and 
cultuiea that is consistent with modern life is 
preserved and they are integrated so that they 
maintain their individuality and at the sane 
time participate in and benefit by the modem 
developments. • 

It is also the considered view of all the 
people that matter that these tribal* should be 
integrated with the regional population amidst 
whom they live. This can be done only when they 
arc approached through their own mother tongues. 
It is also obvious that iL is impracticable to 
use their mother tongue* throughout their educa¬ 
tion. Their mother tongues are to be used so 
that Lhey can effectively be integrated into the 
regional population. This dors not mean that 
they should forsake their mother tongues, but 
only me^o-s ihac they should gain native'l ike 
fluency in their respective regional languages 
as early ns possible. It is for this purpose 
tliuL their languages have to be scientifically 
studiud and grammatical sketches and vocabularies 
have to be prepnred. The scripts of the regional 
languages have to be. adopted for writing their 
languages. Primers and LexLbooks have to be 
prepared. 
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To do all tliis the expertise of the linguists 
of the country should be placed at the disposal 
of persons interested in the education of tribal* 
Administrators who come in frequent contact with 
the tribjxl# hove to learn to speak fluently th»* 
tribal language in question. Learning a language 
implies an acquisition of a good pronunciation, 
hirstiy, the learner must acquire the capacity 
to recognise readily without any error the 
various speech sounds occurring in the language 
lie is learning Secondly, he must acquire the 
capacity to produce them with the help of his 
own vocal organs. Thirdly, he must acquit h the 
capacity to produce the individual speech Rounds 
he has learnt in sequences. In addition to these 
three skills, which may bo sufficient to gain n 
reasonable pronunciation, the learner, depending 
on his needs, has to get a msutcry over the 
orthography of the language he is learning. This 
involves developing automatic associations between 
written forms and speech sounds. 

The Phonetic Header* in this scries have 
been designed with the above points in view. 

They arc mainly intended to meet the needs of 
administrator? who have to learn the language 
in question. 

Each Header consists of a brio! exposition 
about the organs of speech and their functions. 

It also introduces some technical terms. Then 
each speech sound is described in detail giving 
the movements of rhe vocal organs. Each descrip¬ 
tion is rounded off by the technical torm for 
that souud. A brief phonemic statement which 
meaningfully groups the sounds described in the 
preceding sections is also appended. A statement 
about the correspondences between the phonemes 
of the language and chi* letters used to write 



V 


them comes at the end in this section sugges¬ 
tions for iiaprovcoivnts in ih* exisring orrhn- 
grsphy are jsnde In the case of languages which 
have not yet been vriLten. suggestions for 
adopting the script of the regional language arc 
made, 


It nay be ton much to claim that these 
Readers are perfect. There are lacunae still 
to be filled up The most conspicuous of these 
is the lack of information on intonation. 

Though it is true that certain features of 
pronunciation can only be learnt with the aid 
of a teacher., the utility of such Readers oannot 
be underestimated. It is hoped that these 
Readers will be useful to oven persons other 
than those lor whom they are intended. 


E. AnnoMLloU 
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IHTROVUCTIOH 


Dravidian is on*? of the four language 
families of India. Recent studies show char 
there are around thirty languages belonging to 
thin family*. 

The Dravidian l.itaily ia divided into three 
major sub-groups* vie., Southern, Central and 
Northern on the basis a£ their shared innova¬ 
tions. The Southern group is mainly spoken m 
three 5tate6 - Tamilnadu, Karnataka and Kerala; 
Che languages of 01 the Central group aro found 
in Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra* 
Bihar, Orissa and West. Bengal. The Northern 
group is found in Bihar, Orissa and West Bengal 
in India and in Baluchistan in Pakistan. 

1. The languages are: Badaga. Bruhni, Cadaba, 

Condi, Irula, Kannada, Khonda, Kison, Konda, 
Koya f Kota, Kolami, Koraga, Korava, Kodagu 
(Coorg), Kurumba CKuruba), Kurukh, Kui , 

Knvi, Haria, Malayalam, Halto, Munda, Naiki, 
011 ari (Cadaba), Psnya, Pnriji, I'engu, Tamil, 
Telugu, Toda, Tulu, Ysrukala, Yerava. Ln 
addition to these, Belari, Dhurwu. Dorli, 
ond Soliga are claimed to be separata langu¬ 
ages by aomo scholars. But the situation 
ia Tar from clear since the boundary line 
between language and dialect is tux*:'/ and 
lias been drawn subjectively by tne 
scholars. 
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The lollowing diagrams give rh* distribu¬ 
tion of the Dravidian languages into the three 
groups and the branching off Lhe languages of 
the Southern group. 
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Southern 



Kota is spoken by the aborijjinnls in the 
Niligiris in Tairilnadu The Niiigirix is a 

1. This is slightly tnodified from tnui uf 

M.B. baieneau's given in his papnr: "Vhs 
S&uzh j Oravutian Lcviguage* ", Journal or 
American OtieriLal Studies. 1967. 
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sumner resort tor outsiders Tea and coffee 
plantations are the major agricultural enter- 
piises which employ mosL ot the local cribalfi. 
Industries like cordite laciory, photofilro 
industry which die recently established, have 
employed some of the tribal*. Some tribal« are 
engaged in cultivating ailvei oak, rosewood and 
eucalyptus trees foi marketing. 


Koras live in seven villages, They have 
their villages far away from the town, near 
river beds and on the slopes ot hills surrounded 
by thick forest They arc called ko;ka:l "Kora 
Trinity". Each Kota village has two temp lea. 

One for the fatber-Ood and the other for the 
mocher-toddess. Th*y are primarily agricultura¬ 
lists. They are also good artisans and excel 
in making agricultural in*trumfnt a. They cull 

e 

their language ko:vnva:nt "speech oi the Kota 
peop1*". 


in ldbb, F. Cal duel I, the pioneeI in 
Comparative Urjvidiar i»t uritot , im In.led Jnla 
irom Kota in his A Cartparar.i;?# jrntrr' n»» of r 


Tiraviditv* cr -icuth-j/idicn 


£<t:. i 


c ' L ty’G'uiaas. 


Many vtut«rn anthropologists and linguist* have 
recently worked on Kot.ie. Among them, M. U. 
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tmenc-uu and D. G. Mundelbjum hove done extensive 
research on choir language and cuicure. Rmeneau 
collected a large number of text* and published 
Che® under the title i'hc- Kota Testa in Tour 
parts (through the California University in the 
years from 1942-40. lie also published m paper 
containing the verb list of Kota, Tnda and 
Kodagu languages under the Llcle the South 
DmirCdiari rxmyuayrfy in the Journal of American 
Oriental Studies, 1968. An article by him named 
Koto VtAjf l Shij't appeared in the Journal ol 
ramLl Studies, 1969. T. Bui row und H. b. limeneau 
published .-1 Pnzvidicjri Etyn&lofftixil IHo lionary 
in 1961 followed by a "Supplejnent" in 1968 which 
contain words from Kota. These dicLiuuarLus ate 
followed by the paper DiWJld M&1 Stymol&g io*l'L 
!fot£8 f Part-I and Tl published in the Journal of 
American Oriental Trudies in 19 72. Mande l baum 
has published many papers on the social life ol 
this tribe. But no thorough study of the grammar 
of Koto was made until Lite present author worked 
on it for hi* doctoral dissertation submitted to 
the Anna**I a i University Ln 19 72. The da La for 
Lliis PhoneLic Reader have been taken f rum the 
field noteu collected for h i r. dissertation 

This Phonetic Reader has i' . K ters 
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excluding Introduction, viz., Speech Organ* and 
ScurJt, Phonemic Inventory, Kota Speech Sounds, 
Phonetic DrilL, and Craphemic Representation. 

The introduction is followed by a small chapter 
describing the speech organs and speech sounds 
in general. Then an inventory of phonemes in 
Kota is given with contrasts and allophonic dis¬ 
tributions . The chapter on Kota speech 
sounds deals with the description of articula¬ 
tion of each Kota sound with suitable illustra¬ 
tions. Compel able sounds in Tamil, Lhe state's 
official Language, are also given. This will 
help the Kotas when they learn Tamil uad the 
Tamili who learn Kota. In the next chapter, 
pairsof words are given for the learner to 
practice pronouncing Kota sounds. The last 
chapter is on the graphesaic representation of 
Kota. A modified system of Tamil script is 
suggested for writing Kata. Finally, a sample 
Kota text h&a been given in the suggested script 
with .1 translation in English. 
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The pares of the human body which are 
directly involved in the production of speech 
are usually termed as the organa of speech. The 
main organa of speech are the mouth (oral cavity), 
the nose (nasal cavity), the throaL (pharynx) 
and the lungs. These organs have piLmary bio¬ 
logical functions like eating, smelling, breath¬ 
ing, etc. Speech is only a secondary or sn 
overlaid function. A diugran showing the organa 
of speech is given below’ and the following des¬ 
cription could be understood better by referring 
to the organs named in the diagram. 

Ill* TEOSC important function of the lungis 
which is relevant to speech production is respi¬ 
ration and it ik responsible for the movement of 
air. I.ungs are controlled by a set of muscles 
which make the lungs expand and contract alter¬ 
nately so thaL the air from outside is drawn in anc 
pushed out alternately. When the air is pushed 
out of the lungs it pssses through the ui>ldpipe 
or t-jxichea which has at its cop the lariftix. 

Larynx is a cart ilag imms structure which makes, 
the glotiXb. Glottis in the passage* between the 
two horizontal folds of elastic muscular tisuues 
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called the VOogI ccrdi, which like a pair at 
lips, can close or open the glottis (i.«., the 
passage to the lunga through the windpipe). 

The main physiological function of the vocal 
cords is to close the lungs for its own protec¬ 
tion at the* time of eating or drinking so chat 
no solid particle of food or liquid enters the 
kings through the windpipe. By virtue of their 
tissue structure, however, the vocal cords are 
capable of vihrating with different frequencies 
when the air passes through and this vibration 
is called voicQ. After passing through the 
glottis and reaching the pharynx the outgoing 
air-stretan can escape either through the nasal 
cavity having its exit at the nostrils or 
through the oral cavity having Its exit at the 
lips. When the air escapes Through the mouth 
the nasal cavity can be closed by bringing the 
hack part of Lhe soft-palace or the vatic Into 
close contact with the pharyngeal wall. Such a 
type of closure of the nasal passage ia called 
the Vetic ctc>8lir£ . When there is velic closure 
the air can escape only through the mouth. The 
nasal cavity can also be kept open when the air 
passes through the mouth allowing part of the 
air to pass through the nose also. Tlie oral 
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passage can be closed at sone point so that the 
ixiCgoiiig air is temporarily shut up in thi 
phai'ifrig&Cti cavity if the velic is also closed 
or if the velic is open, the air escapes through 
the nostrils. Normal breathing occurs with Lhe 
air generally pausing through the nasal cavity. 
This is a brief account of now some of the organs 
of speech take part in respiration. 

It may now be seen how speech sounds are 
generally produced using respiration as the 
source. 

1.1. Mechanism of Speech Production 

Speech may be said to consist of sounds 

v 

produced by the movements of the various organa 
of speech disturbing the current of air moving 
iron and into the lungs. Production of speech 
sounos, therefore, is based or. the air-stream 
and the movements of the speech organs which is 
called tha process of articulation. 

1.1... The Airstream Mechanism: 

The air-scream which acts as Lhe source of 
speech sounds nay be said to be a column of air 
which has the lungs at one end and Lhe lips and 
the nostrils on the other This column consists 
of four cavities, namely, the oral cavity, the 
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nasal cavity, the pharyngeal cavity and the lung 
cavity with interconnected passages at the back 
of the mouth, and af the glottis. These cavi¬ 
ties arc endowed with such muscular devices ns 
would unable them ro expand or contract so that 
the air ia drawn into them or pushed out of then. 
When the air is pushed out of a cavity it is 
called an eggressive air-stream and whan it ia 
drawn into a cavity it is called as an ingressive 
air-stream. The lung* are the major initiators 
of the air-stream. An air-ctrean initiated by 
the lung* i* called the pulmonic air-stream. 

Most of the human speech sound* hove the pulmonic 
aggressive air-stream as their source 

1.1.2. The Process of Articulation: 

Articulation is a process resulting in the 
production of speech sounds. It consists of a 
series of movement* by a set of active organs of 
speech called the artumlatora moving towards or 
coming into contact with certain other organs of 
speech which remain relatively motion lass. The 
organs which remain motionless are called the 
pcinte of articulation. The type or the nature 
of movement wide by the articulator ia called 
the nanner of articulation . 
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M.OS L of lilt.' uc liculdlciib ate attached lu 
the movable lower jaw and au such lie on tlie 
lower nidi* ur the floor of the imuitli . The 
points of drLiculaLioti or mo9t of them are 
attached co the immovable upper jaw and so Lie 
on the root ot the mouth. Therefore, nearly all 
the articulatory movements are upward movements. 
Tt»e articulatory description of a speech sound, 
therefore, haa to Lake into consideration the 
articulator, the point of articulation and the 
manner of articulation 

1.1.3. Articulators and Points of ArticuLation: 

While describing the articulators anci the 
points ot articulation it would be convenient 
to take the points of*articulation firat. The 
mam points of articulation are the upper lip. 
the upper teeth, the alveolar ridge, the hard 
palate and the soft palate which is also called 
the velum. The upper lip and the upper teeth 
-are easily identifiable parts in the mouth. The 
alveolar ridge is the rugged, uneven and ele¬ 
vated part just behind the upper teeth. The 
hard palate is the hard bony structure with a 
membranous covering which Lmmcdlately follows 
the alveolar ridge. The hard palate is imnedi- 
ately folLowcd by the soft palate or the velum. 
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It is liks a soft rius-uIj: sheet attached ro the 
nard palate it one end, and ending in a pendulum- 
like soft nuiicu 1 ar project iou at the other which 
is called the uvi/la. Resides the above points 
of arlicuLatien the pharyngeal wall also inay be 
considered as a point oi articulation. 

The two reoat important articulators .tic 
the IcUar Up and the torque. The tongue owing 
to its mobility is the most versatile of articu¬ 
lators, as the suriacc ol the longue is rela¬ 
tively large and the diitnrent points of the 
tongue are capable oi moving towards different 
places or points of articulation. Tt may be 
conveniently divided into different parts, viz., 
the front, the center, tin? hack and the root of 
the Longue. When the tongue is at rest behind 
the lower Leelli, then the front part of the 
tongue which lies opposite to the hard palate 
is called the front of the tongue The part 
which (aces Che soft paint* m ".ailed r he bn *1*. 
and the region where the tronr and the back 
meet is known as che center. The whole upper 
surface of the tongue, i.o. t the purl lying 
below the hard and soft palates is called by 
some scholars as the dorsum. The part of the. 
tongue at the extreme and facing of the tongue 
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can be furtliei divided ;nio tarcc pair* a* 
follows-. Tbe tapering section of the front 
facing Lb*? teeth ridge is called thr blczatr, lti 
axLiemity ia vailed the lip. Thr tip and the 
blade of the tongue are together called, some¬ 
time* , the op*x. The renaming part of th* 
froa: of the tongue is referred to at front only. 

The articulator and the point of articula¬ 
tion together identity the source i>r the sound, 
for instance, the Lover lip m» the articulator 
and the upper teeth as the point of articulation 
prodjee a sound whicn can oe identified ju a 
lab i *>-dcntal. Similarly sounds can be identi¬ 
ties as bilabial when rhe lower lip as the arti¬ 
culator conifs into rontact with the upper lip aa 
the point ot articulation. 

1.1.4, Manner of Articulation: 

During the ptoceaa ot articulation an 
articulator moves towards or con^s into contact 
with a point ol articulation in such a way that 
the passing air-stream l& obstructed or tsodilied 
so as to produce some type ot audible noise. Ih£ 
type of obstruction or modif1 cat ion ol Hie air- 
stream usually called rhe manner of articu¬ 
lation. Different manners ol nrticuidtion 
produce different types of Bounds. 
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The first distinction of speech rounds that 
can bt nfide or the b.iftin of the manner of arti¬ 
culation is the diEtinrrior between the vow«l» 
«m<J consonants. Ln the production of vowels the 
oulguing air-stream passer, freely through the 
oral cavity which act* only as a rosonator while 
in the production of consonants the air-stream 
meets with 60iac types of obstruction before it 
finally passes out of the vocal tract While 
describing the articui.itions of speech sounds 
some Hcholars prefer to use the terrr vocoid tor 
a vowel and contoid fur .1 consonant . The fern* 
vowels and consonants are restricted for use in 
describing tliwir function within a language. 

1.1.5. The Scute of the Glottis: 

Besides che articulator and the point oi 
articulation which together take part in the 
production of speech sounds, another important 
factor which determines the audible nature of 
the sounds produced is the state of tha fflottis. 

The state oi che glottic is usually des“ 
cribed m terms of the vocal cords. If the 
glottis is completely closed by bringing the 
vocal cords firmly into contact with each other 
so that no uir passes through them, then, the 
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glottal stop (sometimes called the 'glnrtal 
eaten’) is produced. If the vnc.il cords are 
brought close to each other so that they almost 
touen each other but still have soine space tor 
the sir-stream to pass through, they vibrate 
prodjeing Voice . If the vocal cords are kept 
apart, then the air passes through the glotLis 
without any obstruction producing VoiceZeBf)KC39 . 
Slight increase or decrease in the width of Che 
passage and the tension of the vocal cords may 
produce different varieties of sounds like 
whLBper, creaky voice or breathy voice and so or. 

This gives us a briei sketch of the 
mechanism of speech production. We may now 
consider the types of consonant and vowel sounds 
generally found in language. 

1.2. Articulation of Consonants 

1.2.1. Manner of Articulation: 

Consonants can be classified on the basis 
of the manner of arniculation as stops, nasals, 
fricatives, trills, flaps, laterals, affricates, 
continuants, ate. and each class nay be des¬ 
cribed as follows: 

1.2.1.1. Stops: 

Scops are produced by complete closure or 
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stoppage of the air-scream at some point above 
the glottis accompanied simultaneously by a 
velic closure. Because of these two closures 
the air-stream, if eggressivc, is temporarily 
obstructed and the air is compressed behind the 
point of articulation where it is obstructed. 

When the closure is released by removing the 
Articulator from its contact the compressed air 
escapes out with a small explosion or popping 
noise. Such sounds are called stops or plosives. 
When the contact is not released suddenly then 
there will not be any popping noises heard and 
the Btcps thus produced ure called unreleased 
stops. 

If the air-streara is ingressive then the 
air behind the point of articulation is rarefied 
creating o low pressure area. When the contact 
between the articulator and the point of arti“ 
culntion is removed there will be a sudden rush 
of air inwards instead of outwards producing a 
similar popping noise. Such sounds are called 
imploaives, or injective stops or auction stops. 

1.2.1.2. Aspiration of Stops: 

Aspiration as a freature of the stops is 
observed in many languages. Aspiration in the 
case of stops refers to the type of release of 
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the stopped .tir in the ration above the glnrtia, 
when the release is an 'extra puff of air'. The 
difference in the articulations of aspirated and 
unaspirated stops is explained as follows. While 
producing a stop if the pressure of the air 
behind the stoppage is not so high and the 
release ts immediately followed by another 
closure elsewhere, then the resultant sound is 
an unaspirated atop. If, on the other hand, 
the pressure of air behind the cLosurc is high 
and the next closure ia delayed, then the 
release results in a clearly audible popping 
noite, simultanauualy accompanied by a hissing 
nois? which is called aapirati&n . It may be 
pointed out, however, that descri Pt ions of 
aepiration given by different scholars appear 
to be different probably because different 
languages are found co have different degrees 
of aspiration. To nava a clear understanding of 
this we may have to know the different articuln- 
tory stages involved in the production of a stop. 
The production of a stop may be said have 
three states, viz., 

(1) Commencement of the closure 

(2) The period of closure and 

(3) The release. 

besides the stoppage and release of the air 
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column, the state of the f.lottis is also signi¬ 
ficant for the nature ol the scop produced. 

During the period of closure if che vocal cords 
vibrate, then the stop produced is called a 
voiiuid otop. If they do nut vibrate, then the 
stop 1a called voiceless. A voiceless atop lor 
winch the vocal cords do not vibrate during the 
period of closure will have an wuzspirated 
release if s iuiuI luiikous ly vibrating. If on the 
other hand the vocal cords do not start vibrat¬ 
ing, but continue to be in the state of voice¬ 
lessness during the release and a little while 
even afterwards, then che brief period of voice¬ 
lessness following the release is called aspira¬ 
tion and the stop so produced is called an 
aspirated stop. Such stops are, however, mildly 
aspirated stops as in che case of English stop 
sounds. It is also possible to produce highly 
aspirated stops which are usually described as 
being released with an extra puff of air. In 
the sane manner &d it is in rhe case of mildly 
aspirated stops, the glottis remains open during 
the period of closure end release so that between 
the release and next closure a brief period of 
voicelessness iollowa. Besides, simultaneously 
with the release of the blocked air in the region 
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above die glottis, on additional quantity ot air 
is pLsiud out of the lungs by the action of Lhe 
respiratory muscles, This produce* the extra 
pulf of air that inured lately follows the release. 
The quantity of air thus pushed out will be more 
Than the quantity of air that noma lly goes out 
during the state of voicelessness. The resul¬ 
tant Btopa are highly aspitated stops as they 
are in the case of cany Indian languages It may 
be verth noting in this connection that the 
aildly aspirated English stops are perceived as 
unasp 1 rated stops by the speakers of Indian 
languages where the stops are* highly aspirated. 
Similarly voiced stop*- may also have an aspi- 
ratec release In the production of a voiced 
stop the vocal cords are vibrating during the 
period of closure. If the vocal coide continue 
to vibrate even at the time of release ol the 
stop and the next articulation follows then the 
resultant stop is called an unaepirated voiced 
etop. If, on the other hand, the vocal cords, 
whicl were vibrating during the period of 
closure, suddenly stop vibrating at the time of 
reletse and allow an extra puff ot air to be 
pushed out of the lungs by tlu action of the 
respiratory muscles, then the stop will have an 
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aspirated release. The vocal cords ^iv immedi¬ 
ately resume the state of vibration to produce 
either a breathy or murmured type of voice. Such 
stops are called <Z8piY'2t&d VOXOad at 

1.2.1.3. Affricates: 

Affricates are produced when the air- 
stream is completely stopped by an articulator 
as for a stop, but at the time of release, rhe 
articulator leaves the contact with the point of 
articulation slowly, momentarily creating * 
narrow passage so that the air passes through 
with friction. The resultant sound is heard 
like a stop followed by its homorganic lricative 

1.2.1.^. Nasals: 

Nasals are produced by a complete closure 
of oral passage and allowing the air to pass 
through the nostrils. This is done by stopping 
rhe air-stream at some point in the mouth, hut 
without the velic closure. The air-stream 
which ia prevented from passing through the 
mouth, therefore, escapes through the nose. 

1.2.1.5. Fricatives: 

Fricatives are produced when an articulator 
comes into neai close contact with a point of 
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articulation no that, a n«i t >w passage xs Avail 

able for Che air-sLream to pass through. Th« 
air escapes with an audible friction 

1.2. 1.6. Trills 

Trilift are produced when the contact 
between the* articulator and the point o: arti¬ 
culation is of intermittent closure, i.e., the 

# 

cuulict and release occurs several timet in 
quick succession. These sounds are also called 
some scholars os 'rolled sounds'. When there 
is a single momentary contact consisting of a 
r .ingle cap by the articulator on the point of 
aiciculation, then the sound produced in called 
a 'tap'. 

1.2.1.7. Flap: 

Flaps are produced when an articulator in 
« ballistic or sweeping movement makes a passing 
contact once with a point of articulation. For 
example, if the tip of the tongue is curled 
upwards and back und then falls forwards on to 
the floor ol the mouth making a passing contact 
with the teeth ridge on its way, then a flap is 
produced. The sound represented by *d 1 in the 
word 'radio' aa it is pronounced by some of the 
Hindi speakers may be cited aa an example for 
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(.his type of flap. 

1.2.1.8. lateral: 

A lateral is produced when th** air-stream 
is slopped at some poinc along the ccuLer oi the 
vocal tract by the front of the tongue in such 
a way as to alien.* a passage on ">ne or both sides 
of the tongue fur the air-stream to pass through. 

1.2.1.9. Approxirancs: 

Approximanrs arc produced when an articu¬ 
lator cobh- 8 towards a point of articulation in 
the aatue way hx tor a fricative but the passage 
left for the air is so wide as to allow the air 
to pass through without any friction. They are 
also called fi ictiunless continuants or semi- 
VOWfi 1 s . 


1.2.2. Points of Articulation of Consonants: 

On the boaio of the points of articulation 
consonants can be classified as labials, dentals, 
alveolar*, palatals and velars. 

1.2.2.1. Labials: 

Labials are produced when an articulator 
cones into contact with the upper lip as the 
point of articulation. Usually the lower lip 
sees as the articulator and the resultant sound 
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is called a bilabial wound. 

1.2.2. 2 . Dentals: 

Dentals are produced when an articulator 
comes into contact with the upper teeth an the 
point of articulation. The tongue act?* as the 
articulator coming into contact with the upper 
teeth The resultant sound is colled a dental 
round Instead of touching the upper teeth 
alotic the tongue may cone between l he upper 
und lower teeth Then the sound produced is 
called an intardantcii ocund Sometimes the 
lower lip may act as the articulator coming 

into contact with the upper teeth. Then the 

• 

sound produced is called a labio-dental GCund. 

1.2.2.3. Alvcolars: 

An alveolar sound is produced when an 
articulator, either the tip or the blade of the 
Longue, comes into contact with the alveolar 
ridge. The sound thus produced is called an 
alveolar ecwd. 

1.2.2.4. Palatals: 

A palatal sound i« produced when an arfi- 
culaLor, usually the front of the tongue, comes 
into contact with tho hard palate ns the poi^it 
of articulation. 
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1.2.2.5. Velars: 

A velar sound ia produced when an articu¬ 
lator, usually the back of the tongue, comes 
into contact with the soft palate or vwlinu as 
the point of articulation. 

Regarding the alveolar, palatal and velar 
sounds, it may be noted that these three regions 
cover the entire area of the roof of the nouth 
between the upper teeth and the uvula. As each 
of the regions is sufficiently wide to allow .in 
articulator to touch different points within the 
region the alveolar, the palatal, and the velar 
sounds can be further distinguished us> follows: 

(1) Alveolars may be distinguished as 

alveolar and post-alveolar; 

(2) Palatals cay be distinguished as 

pre-palatal, palatal and post- 
palatal; 

(J) Velars may be di*tinguishod as 

pre-velar, velar and post-velar 
sounds. 

besides the above , the uvula, the pharynx 
and the glottis may also be considered as the 
points of articulation. The ut>u.la has no power 
uf independent muscular movement but can be 
lowered into a groove fanned by Lh« bock of the 
tongue and be made to vibrato in a passing 
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a ' r - if trcam A sound Lhufi produced is called a 

uvular Lrill. 

In the pharynx, with the pharyngeal wall as 
ttir point of articulation and the root of the 
tongue as the articulator, pharyngeal sounds can 
be produced. With the glottis as the point of 
articulation and the vocal cords as rhe articu- 
Uloi's, glottal sounds such as the glottal stop 
(glottal catch) or the glottal fricatives can be 
produced. 

1.2.3. Aspiration of Oth«r Consonants: 

Aspiration of consonants such as fricatives, 
nasals, affricates, laterals are also observed 
in some of the Indian languages particularly 
Lhose belonging to Sino-Tibetan taacily of langu¬ 
ages. Aspiration in these cases refers to a 
brief period of voicelessness immediately 
following the articulation of the consonant, 
in the case ot most af the Indian languages, 
voicelessness is accompanied by an exltu 
puff of air pushed out of the lungs by the 
action of the respiratory muscles. In soma 
cases, instead of following, aspiration may 
precede the articulation of some consonants such 
as nasals and laterals. Such consonants are 
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called pre-aspirated consonants 

This gives us a general idea about the 
points of at L i cu 1 a l i on of speech sounds. 

It may be noted that the manners ul artiru- 
lac ion and point* of articulaLiun mentioned 
above indicate the general types ol articulation 
o1 consonants. Actual sounds found in any 
particular language will have to be described 
specif tea 1 ly with reference to the manners und 
points o£ articulation actually involved in then 
production. It may also be noted that in des¬ 
cribing and classifying consonant soumU, mainly 
the manners of articulation and the points of 
articulation are considered. The articulators 
are not necessarily mentioned. 

1.3. Articulation t>f Vowels 

It hub been Minted earlier thaL while pro¬ 
ducing a vowel the outgoing air-stream passes 
through the oral cavity without any obstruction. 
The raouih and the throat together form n tube- 
shaped air cavity which starts nt the larynx and 
ends at the lips. I his tube as a whole is gene¬ 
rally vailed the oral trace. A vowel snunil is 
essentially a sound produced by resonant** of the 
alr-coluinn in th* oral tract vhiih vibrates, in 
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consonance with the vocal corda. Vowels ore, 
therefore, usually voiced sounds The actual 
shape of the oral tract end thus the shape of 
the air column in it, may be moulded to assume 
different forms by the actions of the articula¬ 
tors which are mainly the tongue and the lips, 
rhe difference in the shape of the vibrating air 
column in the oral trad is responsible- for the 
different vowel sounds that can be produced in 
the vocal tract. 

A description of cho vovol sounds must, 
therefor**, take into consideration all the 
factors Lhat are involved in the formation of 
the resonating column of air within the oral 

r *s * 

tract, viz,, the tongue and rhe lips. I'he tongue, 
we know, can make a variety of movements and by 
taking different positions tn the mouth can 
aLter the shape of Lhe air column, thus changing 
the nature of the sound produced. The position 
or the posture of rhe lips also is capable of 
altering the shape of the air column independent 
of the tongue position. Therefore, vowel sounds 
must be described with reference to the posture 
of the lips and rhe position of the tongue in 
the mouth. 

The position of the rongue in the mouth* has 
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mainly two characteri%tic positions that can 
easily be observed. By observation wo know chat 
while making a sound like 'ana ... 1 wr can keep 
the mouth wide open with Lhe upper and lower .jawg 
kept quite apart Bui while making « sound like 
' iii. ..' the mouth is alaoaL closed with the 
upper and lower java being brought very cl use to 
each other. The position of the tongue In both 
the case* can he described in terms of the dis¬ 
tune*- between the root of the mouth in the upper 
jaw which is relatively inmovable and the upper 
surface of rhe tongue attached to the lower ]aw 
which is movable. In cas< ot ’iii...' the posi¬ 
tion is 'high f us the surface of tin tongue is 
very near the roo: while in case of 'aau...' it 
is low ns it is down below, far away from the 
roof. Regarding the position of the Loiigue in 
the mouth, iL Can alsu be observe! further by 
looking into a mirror or by putting one 's own 
finger into the mouth trwit while producing i 
vowel sound the tongue does not lie tlat with 
its upper surface having a horizontal level but 
it assumes a characteristically 'convex' shape 
with Borne par i of the tongue bt in.; raised or 
making a ’hump*. Usually it is the highest 
point on this 'hump' or raised pari of the 
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torv*; *-1 1 -i i if cornidcred for r h»* 'height' of 

the tongue. Ttlia is one dimpnaion which it» on 

4 

rhe vertical level. fherr i« another <jiiKiitiion 
the horizontal level TV.r tongue, owing to 
its flexibility can have ony ot its parts inised 
up so as ro nak* Lite hump, r* it her at Lite />V3r. t , 
at Ll»»? ur at ihc^tiotof the tender. Thus 

a vowel sound can he d«i*iribed with reference to 
two dimensions based on the posit ion ol the 
tongue in (he mouth as follows' 

\1) The height of the tongue with refe¬ 
rence to the loot oi the mouth and 
the ninliMSt point on the h-jmp on 
the vertical level. This is usually 
referred Lu as tongue height and 

(2) The position ol! the tongut with refe¬ 
rence to the position of the 'hump' 
on the surface ot the Longue AS to 
whether it ls in the Lront. the 
center, or the buck ot the tongue 
This is referred to usually is 
tongue position. 

With reference* to the tmiguf* height, though 
it is possible ! .i di f f er onr i a c* m«nv levels, 
generally fum vortical levels air n: .agnized as 
ret*T«?r.uc point*. ’lhey are 'high 1 and 'low' 
forming the two extremes 45 rhe highest and this 
lowest possible levels and intervening middle 
level being distinguished jf 1 higher-laid' and 
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'lover-nid’. Alternative teim* us-d tor these 
ore: (1) close, (2) half-close, (3) hali-opnn 
and (4) open, the vowel* thus produced being 
culled (1) high or dost* vowel*, (2) higher-mid 
or hall-close vowels, (3) lower-tnid or hall-open 
vowels and (4) low or open vowels 

With reference to tongue position ihe dis¬ 
tinction made is ol 11) ironr, 12) central and 
(3) back, the vowels thus produced being called 
front, central or back vowels 

The third dimension with reference to which 
vowels ate described is the posture ol the lips. 
Usually two clearly visible lip postures are 
recognired, v i jc ., ' rau/icitr'J when the corners are 
brought forward and both the lips together make 
a circulai shape and uru'uunded or spread when 
the corners are pulled back. In general it. is 
observed that when front vowels are produced, 
the lips are rounded. In the case of central 
voweln the lips usually assume a posture which 
citn neither be stated as founded uur unrounded. 
Such a posture is cslleJ the neutral posture 
lint there arc languages in which the front vowels 
have rounded lip postures and back voweln have 
unrounded postures. The central vowels also may , 
have either rounded or unrounded lip postures. 
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Tc may be pointed out, however, rhar the 
distinctions made above regarding rhe height and 
positions ol the tongue as well as the postures 
of the lips provide only some convenient points 
or rftlerence. Hut in ait uni languages the posi¬ 
tions and postures vary mid they have to be des¬ 
cribed accordingly. It may b<" useful, aL this 
stage to refer to the cardinal VOlMua, usually 
referred to by linguists 

1.3,1. Cardinal Vowels: 

The cardinal vowel system is a system of 
vowels proposed by baniel Jones as convenient 
reference points for the description of vowels. 
Tire cardinal vowels represent a set of eight 
vowels symbolized as t 

m. id. m. [-1. mi, Hi. ioj. iuj. 

These vowels are dist iuguished on the basis of 
tongue position and tongue height. The cardinal 
vowel [i| represents the iront of Lhc tongue 
raised j> close .is possible to the palate with¬ 
out fticiiun being produced when the .•! i r pastes 
through. The vowel [a] represent* the front of 
the longue being in its lowest pnhsiblc level in 
the moulh with the lip* remaining spread or neu¬ 
trally open and the soft palate is raised. («i] 
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and [»•] represent the front oi the tongue at 
eqjiili.^r.iiii points from [i] and [a] so chat the 
distance between [i] mid (e] is equal to the 
distance between [e] and [ i J as well as between 
UJ and |aj. To tl»e ear also Lhe qualities ol 
the vowel s [ij* [«?], fcl and [a] are heard .ns 
equidistant. Similarly the vowels [a], t 3 ]. 

(a] and [uj represent the back of lhe tongue ar 
four different points. [fl] represents the 
lowest point while [u] represents the highest 
point. [o] ami [a] represent two points between 
[a| and [uj so that the distances between [flj 
and [ n] , (■*] and (oj and [o] and [u) are equal. 

The lips indicate a progressive change from a 
wide open shape for (&] to a closely rounded 
shape for [u] and the soft palate remains raised. 
Them* cardinal vowels are usually called primary 
vowelh and are represented in a scale denoted by 


Lhe following numbers 

and symbols: 

(1) 

UJ 

(*) 

la] 

(2) 

|e| 

<*> 

M 

(3) 

[Cl 

(71 

to] 

(4) 

M 

(8) 

luj 


The cardinal vowels can be arranged in a 


chart as loll dws: 
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Tonsil* position 


longue height 

F ronL 

Back 

High (or close) 

m 

0) 

|u] (8) 

Higher-Mid (or half-close) 

[el 

(2) 

[o] <?) 

Uvwer-Mid (or half-open) 

[i] 

(3) 

M <<>) 

Low (open) 

U) 

(4) 

la] <5) 


Tt nay be seen fion the chart ih.it rh* 
cardinal vowels represent only th* tront and 
the bnck vowels, i.e., vowrl* articulated by 
the IronL and the back of th* tongue. The 
ceriLral vowels, i . c . , tin- vow* 1 a that arc 
articulated by the center of the tongur arc not 
brought out in the above system. Hany Indian 
languages have central vowels which may be dis 
tinguislied in the same may oa the tront and back 
vowel k on Che Das is of the height oi the tongue. 

1.3.2, Voiceless Vowels: 

It has been stated earlier that vowels are 
generally voiced. Tt is because the vowel sounds 
are produced with Clip vocal cord*, vibrating. 
However, it is also possible to produce Voivatew 
V&Jele. Voiceless vowels are produced when rhe 
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air from the lungs is allowed to pass through l ht 
glottis with the vocal rords kept apart. The 
vocal cords do not vibrate an«l the air passing 
through the glottis enters the oral cavity where 
the position oT the tongue and the posture of 
the lips are so Corned as lo produce a paniculai 
vowel sound. The air passing through the oral 
cavity escape* out between I he I ipn. The noise 
of tLirhul.ince of the escaping ,i i r is called a 

vcriaet.888 vaual. 

1.A. Stress 

Thp inrensiry or loudness with which o 
fipeech sound is produced is usually called 
stress. Stress depends upon th. intensity or 
degree oi ani.flcul.ir effort exerted in th# produc¬ 
tion oF a sound. The effort determines the 
amplitude of vibration of the vocui cords, lliat 
is. the amount ot the puR of air which passes 
through nt each opening of the vocal cords 
detennine* the stress Tbv iirger the pull oI 
air, the greater the stress. Languages using 
stress in their phonemic system tire said to have 
a 8treg«-cicc&nt 


1.5. Pitch 

We have already noted that the vocal corda 
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arc endowed with tliw capacity to vibrate ar 
different frequencies when air passes through 
them. This frequency of vibration of the vocal 
cords is called pitch When the frequency is 
high, the vocal cords are said to be vibrating 
ill 3 high pitch and when the frequency is low, 
they arp said rn he vibrating in a low pitch. 
Though the vncnl cords are capable of vibrating 
in different pitches, not more than four or five 
relatively distinct pitch Levels can he found in 

m 

any language. When fhe vocal cnrd.s vihr.ire, it 
is not necessary lhal they vibrate at the same 
frequency ail llirougii in h single at retch. 

Instead u sound may start at a high frequency, 
i.e., high pitch and end at a low frequency, 

i.e , low pitch. As a result the vowel sound 

1 ' 

produced will have a pitch which falls from a 
high to a low level Similarly it is possible 
to raise the pitch 1 ram .i low to a high level. 

if pitwlt is significant in a language so 
that d i l f c i ein.tr iu pitch nisei makrs a d i f f r* i mice 
ijp the no linings of words, then Lhe pitch is 
called . If the ays ten of Loire in a language 

ia baaed oil I he level* of tone* then it is called 
a regiatar ZLf&ten. T1 it is baaed on changing 
level* then it is called a contour 9y8t«nt. A 
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UmguAfte nay have cither a register aysten, or a 
contour system or a combination of both. 

1.6. Secondary Articulation 

In the preceding psragi uphs , ve have dis¬ 
cussed the articulation of consonance and vowels 
mainly villi reference to one major process ol 
articulation where only one single articulator, 
a point of articulation and the rovewent made 
by the articulatoi are involved. Such articula¬ 
tions are called primary articulations. It is 
also possible to modify a speech sound by a 
secondary articulation. Secondary articulations 
are articulations made at the same time as the 
primary articulations by artLculalora which are 
left fr«o by the primary Articulation. Sranu 
scholars m.iUi* a further distinction in secondary 
articulations as cu-articulution (or double 
arc icu 1 ation ) and secondary articulation, the 
difference between thf- rvo being that in co- 
art i cu I at - ion the obstruction to rhe .11 r-«? rream 
or the rsodi I ication of the air-cavity is as 
intense an it is in primary articulation, wbi 1^* 
in the rase of secondary articulation it is ot 
leaser intensity. However, both are considered 
as secondary articulations here. For instance, 
while producing n lateral sound hy stopping the 
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*ir-Stream in the center of the vocal tract and 
leaving the air-stream to paas through one or 
both sides of L1 1 e tongue, the front of the 
tongu* rcay be raised towards the hard palate 
with the tip tun'&d doiMUorde , Then the air 
pusses not only through the aides but also 
partly above the tongue. The sound thus produced 
would be heard afi a combination of lateral and 
palatal articulations. Such a process ot arti¬ 
culation is called pa lata lisation . Similarly 
secondary articulations like labialization where 
the addition of lip protrusion and rounding to 
the articulation of a sound or valarizettion in 
which the back of the tongue is elevated towards 
the soft palaLe, or pharpny salination in which 
the back of the tongue is a»oved towards the 
pharyngeal walls are observed in many languages. 

Nasalization as an additional feature of 
articulation of mainly vowels, ib done by allow¬ 
ing ths outgoing air-stream to pass through the 
nasal cavity also, by keeping the velic open. 
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Kola has thirtytvo phonemes 0? these, ten 
are vowels and the remaining twontytwo are 
consonants. 

2.1. Vowel Phonemes 

Thu vowel phonemes are distinguished for 
long. Of the ten vowels* five are short and five 
are long. 


Front 

Centra 1 

Hack 

■JLHW 


u u. 

Mid e e: 


o o: 

Low 

a a; 


2.1.1. Contrasting 

Vowe 1 a: 


2. J . 1- (i) /i/-/u/- 

/c/-/o/-/a/ 


/id/ 

'this thinR' 


/ uda/ 

'height' 


/ed/ 

'which thing' 


/od/ 

'kick' 


/ad/ 

'that thing' 


/k iv/ 

’eat' 


/kuy/ 

’pit' 


/ker/ 

’ruin' 
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/kor/ 

• • . i 

give 

/k.al/ 

'stone ' 

Except / i/. all 

other short vovc 

occur in the word final position. 


' shc-fool 1 

/budi/ 

' intelligonco ' 

Z.i.l.(ii) /i:/-/u:/ 

-/e:/-/o:/“/oi / 

/i:r/ 

'blow' 

/u: r/ 

'nail' 

/e: r/ 

'bull' 

/o: \f 

1 run* 

/n: r/ 

'six' 

/ci:r/ 

1 louso ’ 

/cu:r/ 

'heat' 

/ce:r/ 

' arrive' 

/to:r/ 

' dove ' 

/ca: yk/ 

'rear' 

Except /u:/ and 

/•?:/, all other 

occur in the word final position. 

/ti ;/ 

1 tea ’ 

/odo: / 

•be’ 

/ala: / 

'not' 


*«£• Consonant Phonemes 

The tventytuo consonant phonemes divided 
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into ten Stops; two Affricates, four Nasals, two 
Laterals., one Trill and one Flap, one Fricative 
and one Scnii-vowel on the basis of the manner of 
articulation as given below. Each ol the above 
aeries can be further classified into Bilabial, 
Dental,, Alveolar, Retroflex, Palatal and Velar 
on the basis of the point of articulation. The 
stops and the affricates have voiceless and 
voiced counterparts. 

(iVOTE;- 31 ■ Bilabial , DE * Dental, 

AD « Alveolar, RE - Retroflex, 

PA - Palatal, VE - Velar.) 

B1 DE AL RE PA VE 


a) Stops: 

Voiceless 

Voiced 

b) Affricates: 

Voiceless 

Voiced 

c) Fricative 


p t t c 

b . d d d 


k 

g 


c 

V 

J 

V 


d) Nasals 


n» 


n n 


e) Laterals 


1 


f) Trill 


r 


ft 


g) Flap 

h) Semi-vowel 


r 


y 
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2 2.1* Contracting Consonance: 
2.2.1. (i) /P/-/W-/V/ 


/pal Ira/ 

' bridge' 

/bu:ytn/ 

' earth 1 

/va: ltn/ 

'tail' 

/copni:r/ 

' dream 1 

/obi: / 

'together 1 

/u|.vi:/ 

'inner house 1 

/up/ 

'salt' 

/ub/ 

'8 ve 11' 

/uv/ 

’spit' 

/*/-/d/-/t/ 

-/d/-/r/ 

/tu: j/ 

‘personal name' 

/du: ly/ 

'burial ground" 

/patga:1/ 

'personal nane 

/pandi:gn/ 

' contes t' 

/at/ 

'thar direction' 

/ad/ 

'that thing' 

/de:vt i/ 

'Goddess ' 

/pu^va:rm/ 

'Wednesday ' 

/no: tim/ 

* smell' 

/ande :1/ 

'that evening' 

/de:rv/ 

'Cod' 

/tet/ 

'herd pen' 

/rek/ 

' feather ' 
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/ e£/ 

'which direction 

/ed / 

'which thing’ 

/«?: c/ 

'place on' 

/ od/ 

'one ' 

/er/ 

'up' 

> /k/-/g/- 

/c/-/j/ 

/.ka: 1/ 

'leg* 

/ga: v/ 

'tine' 

/ca:yk/ 

'rear' 

/ ja:m/ 

'night' 

/ca;ko: / 

'enough' 

/clo:gm/ 

'proverb' 

/a:cv/ 

'desire' 

/baja:rm/ 

'Ooty' 

/amk/ 

' suppress' 

/ amg/ 

'suppress ’ 

/ am c/ 

'press ' 

/anj/ 

'five' 


2.2.1.(iv) /a/-/n/-/n/-/n/ 


/iu: W 

'deer' 

/na:y/ 

'dug' 

/e:ma:r/ 

'cheat 1 

/ko:ns;r/ 

• 

plain country' 

/oryna:r/ 

* path' 

/ ta:nk/ 

'support' 
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/dm/ 

'our (dxcl.) 

/en/ 

' my 1 

/en / 

•oil* 

/ en/ 

'why 1 

/1/-/1/ 

/va; lm/ 

'tail' 

/va;lm/ 

'sword' 

/me:1/ 

'another' 

/ibo: 1/ 

'daughter' 

/r/—/t/- 
• • 

/a/ 

/ crW 

• 

1 place ’ 

/ potii/ 

'he-£ool' 

/godn/ 

'barren-man' 

/mur/ 

'touch' 

/pi:nt/ 

'squeeze' 

/titan d/ 

• • 

'head' 

> /y/—/c/ 

-/j/ 

/na: ym/ 

'jusnee' 

/mo:cm/ 

’deceiveness 

/pu: jin/ 

’worship' 

/ko:y/ 

'hen' 

/kla:c/ 

'class ’ 

/ku: j/ 

'wage' 
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2.3. Distribution of Phoncacs with Allophon.es 


2.3.1. Vowels and Consonants: 


Phoneme 

A1lophones 

Distribution 

Initial Medial Final 

iil 

in 

- 

♦ 

- 


ui 

♦ 

- 


/ i: / 

li:] 

4 - 

4 

♦ 

/u/ 

[V] 

- 

♦ 

- 


t-u] 

♦ 

- 

- 

/u:/ 

[us] 

♦ 

4 

- 

/*t 

[E] 

- 

♦ 

- 


[«] 

♦ 

- 

- 

/*:/ 

[«:] 

♦ 

4 


/o/ 

l 3 l 

- 

♦ 

- 


[oj 

+ 

- 

- 

/o:/ 

(o: ] 

4 

♦ 

4 

/«/ 

[A] 

— 


- 


[a] 

♦ 

- 

- 

/a: / 

(a: 1 

4 

4 

+ 

/P/ 

Ip] 

4 

4 

4 

/b/ 

[b] 

4 

4 

-4- 

/t/ 

UJ 

4 

♦ 

4 

/*/ 

Id] 

4 

4 

4 

/1/ 

[c] 

- 

4 

4 

/d/ 

Id] 

- 

4 

4 
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Distribution 


Phoneme 

A1lophonea 

Initial 

Medial 

Final 

Hi 

[t] 


* 

4 

id/ 

1*1 

- 


4 

(VI 

[k] 

4 

♦ 

4 


Isl 

4 

♦ 

4 

/c/ 

I*) 1 
. . 2 

4 

- 

- 


[*! 

. , 3 


♦ 



[c] 

4 

♦ 

+ 

/j/ 

[*] 4 

4 

- 

- 


[j] 

4 

♦ 

4 

/v/ 

[u] 5 

- 

♦ 

— 


[V] 

♦ 

♦ 

4 


1. The allophone [s] of /c/ occurs initially only 

before the back, vowels /u/-/u:/-/ 0 /-/ 0 : / . 

2. The allophone [s] of /c/ occurs in the medial 

position only before the voiceless retroflex 
atop f\f . 

3. The allophone [c] of /c/ occurs elsewhere. 

4. The allophone [z] of /j/ occurs initially 

before the back, vowels / 0 /W 0 :/. 

5. The allophone [U] of /v/ occurs medially after 

a vowe1. 
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Phoneme 

A1lophones 

Distribution 


Initial 

Medial 

F ir.al 

/ml 

[m] 

• 

♦ 

♦ 


/n / 

W 1 

- 

♦ 

-> 


[n] 2 

- 

♦ 

- 


[»] 

♦ 

♦« 

4 

/n/ 

[n] 

- 

♦ 

4 

In/ 

[«) 

- 

♦ 

4 

111 

m 


♦ 

-*■ 

nt 

[i] 

- 

♦ 

♦ 

hi 

[r] 

+ 

♦ 

f 

/?/ 

tr] 

— 

• 

♦ 

/y/ 

li ] 3 

— 

* 

- 


ly] 

— 

♦ 

+ 


1. The allophone [nj of /n/ occurs medially 

before the dental stops /t/-/d/ only. 

2. The allophone (n] of /n/ occurs medially 

before the affricates /c/-/j/. 

J, The allophone [i] of /V/ occurs medially 
after o vowel. 


KOTA SPEECH SOUNDS 


j.O. Introduction 

All the roots in Kota have only one syllable. 
In u syllable, normally the vowel constitute* the 
peak and forms the nucleus of the syllabi*. The 
vowel* are generally voiced. In Kota, however, 
there are syllables which have a consonant a* 
thi* peak and thus have a consonant as the nuc¬ 
leus. The syllabic consonants are a nasal or a 
• 0 

lateral. A striking feature of Kota is the 
occurrence of a long sequence oT consonant 1 * 
without no intervening vowels. 

Kota dif t e rentlaces between voiceless and 
voiced sounds among the stops and affricates. 

£etninarion of consonants is foreign to Kota, But 
there are homorganic consonant, clusters which 
differ only in their manner of articulation like 
nasal atop. 

• * 

3.1. Vowels 

The vowel is produced bv the continuous 
flow of the sir stream without any obstruction 
or friction in the oral cavity. 

Phonetically there are fifteen syliubic 
vowel sounds in Kota. They nay be schematically 
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arranged a9 below on the basis of the tongue 
noveinent in vertical and horizontal directions. 
In addition to these, there are two non-syllabic 
vowels which are described later. 



3.1.1. Syllabic Vowels: 

3.1.1.1. [i] : In the production of this sound, 
the front of the congue rices to the highest 
point possible towards the hard palate. But, it 
neither Couches the palate nor goes close, enough 
to produce friction. The lips are spread. The 
Congue stays in this position for a short tine. 
The soft palate is raised and the vocal cords 
vibrate to make this sound voiced. This vowel 

is colled High Front Unrounded Short Vowel. 

This sound is equivalent to the sound /i/ 
in Tamil as it occurs in the words like - 

/itam/ 'place' 

/ itu/ 'this thing' 

/ilax/ 'leaf * 
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/nilaW 'land' 

/iti/ ’thunder' etc. 


This vowel occurs in the initial and final 


positions of a word, 
tion, it is slightly 

Initial: 
ib 
it 
id 

i la; 
indy 
ivn 
in 

Final: 

bt'di 
*odi 

kAli 

• 

gUfi 
pUlgi 


However, in the final 
longer than the short 

1 iron ' 

1 this way/side' 

’this thing' 

' nor 1 
'today' 

'this man' 

'buffalo' 

' inte11iger.ee' 

'barren woman' 

'she thief' 

'temple' 

'boasting woman' 


poH i- 

Id. 


3.1.1,2, [i:] : This sound is produced exactly 
liVe [i] except for the fact that the tongue 
stays for a Longer duration in the raised posi¬ 
tion. The tongue is also more tense. This 
Sound i* called High Front Unrounded Long 
Vowel . 
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inis sound has the equivalent sound svmbo 


lifctrd by / i: / in Tamil 

atripL found in the 

words like - 

/ i: / 

'fly' 

/L;iam/ 

1 wot ' 

/t i:l 

'fire ' 

/ni:nfcal/ 

1 you (pi. ) 

/vi:ram/ 

‘courage' etc. 

This sound occurs 

in the initial, medial 

final posit ions of a word. 

Initial: 

i:? 

‘fly 1 

i: U 

' here' 

i : n 

1 Rive birth (onimal) 

i: r 
■ 

1 blow 1 

i:y 

1 drive ( cat tie) 1 

Medial: 

5 i:r 

1 decide' 

ko:r»£g i :r 

1 rninbow' 

e i: r 

' 1 mine' 

di:rkm 

' c 1 eve*mesa ' 

rai: n 

'fish' 

vi: i 

' s unshino' 

Fina 1: 

obi: 

'jointly, together' 
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pi: 'excrement' 

tl: 'tea' 

• 

hi: 'hand (in rapid speech)' 

ni: 'you (sg.)‘ 

3 .1.1.3. [u] : In the production of this sound, 
the back of the tongue rises to the highest 
point possible towards the soft palate. But, it 
neigber touches the palate nor goes close enough 
Co produce friction. The lips are protruded and 
rounded. The tongue stays in this position for 
a short while. The soft palate is raised and the 
vocal cords are vibrated to make this sound 
voiced. This sound is called High hack Rounded 
Short Vowel. 

This Bound is equivalent to the sound /u/ 
in Tamil script as it occurs in the words like - 


/uppu/ 

'salt’ 

/utol/ 

• 

'body frame 

/ulu/ 

'plough * 

/cvppu/ 

'spit' 

/ko£u/ 

’give 1 etc. 


This sound occurs only in tho word initial 
Position. 

Initial: 


up 


'salt' 
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ut 

' east 

uj 

' sharp {knife ) ' 


'drink* 

urv 

'body' 


'plough (past stem)' 

uk 

'enter’ 


3.1.1.4. [u:] : This sound is produced exactly 
like 'u' except for th«* fact that the tongue 
stay*, for a longer duration in the raised posi¬ 
tion. The tongue is also more tense. This soon** 
lh called High Rack Rounded Long Vowel. 

7hi« sound ia equivalent to thr sound /u :/ 
in Tamil script as found in the words like - 
/u.r/ 'village' 

/ pu; n.ii / 'cat 1 

/cu:nku/ 'sleep' 

/nu:nru/ 'three' etc. 

This sound occurs in thr* initial and nodia 
positions of a word 

Initial: 

u:t 'fix in the ground' 

u: r 'village' 

u: l 'she/this woman' 

'he/this man' 


u: n 
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uiv 'spit' 

u:yin ’ f lour 

Media1: 


p\i: j 

'worship' 

bu: in 

'earth' 

du - ly 

'hurial ground 

go r 

'nest ' 

cu r 

m 

'heat, hot Sun 

mu: nd 

' three' 

mi: r 

'hundred' 

Ifu: j 

’wage' 


J, 1.1,5, [l] "is a Front Lower High Unrounded 
Vowel. When this vowel ix produced, the front 
of the tongue rises to a height which is slightly 
lower than that for [i]. The lips are spread and 
short. The soft palate is raised and the vocal 
cords vibrate making this sound voiced. 

This vowel occurs in Lhe o»edial position of 

■ word. 

Medial; 

pin 'another 1 

jlv 'life 1 

LIn 'eat ’ 

gllyaztTn 'a festival game' 
digl 'noon' 
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a : Lb Ida:’ f r. ’husband anil wilt*' 
mill ' ll»t t«r ' 

3.1.1.6. (u) is a buck Lower High Rounded Vowel. 
In l lit; production of this vowel, fhr b^k. ot the 
longue nuts towards Llir soft palate The ipa 
art proLi'jded and rounded Trie tongue Frays tor 
a short period The suit palate is raised anc 
Lilt vocul tords vibrate to nr.ik-* rhia sound voice 

This vowel occurs in the medial position of 
a vo rd. 

Medial. 


pllj 

'tiger ' 

bU|» i: r 

'flute ' 

k-Vig 

bh.ike up 

cl'bl 

'span ow ' 


1 a h o o r 1 

gUbl 

'c rovd' 


’cloth' 

nUi 1 

'pinch' 


3.1.1.7. [e] . In the production oi this sound, 

the front of the tongue rises to the nundlr 
position The lips are spread. The sotl palate 
1 8 raised and the vocal cords vibraLe to make 
thia sound voiced. This sound is calieit Higher 
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Fr«t Unrounded Siioi t Vowel. 

Hiis sonK has the equivalent sound /*»/ in 
tMiii script as found in the wordR like - 
/e1^/ 'rot' 

/eQ«ey/ 'oil 

/tennai/ 'coconut' 

/pen/ 'firl' 

/t&ennai/ 'soil' etc. 

This bull mi ulcuis only in the initial po* I 
tion of a word. 

Initial: 


ad 

'which thing' 

e. L 

'eight' 

CD 

'think' 

c lk 

'where' 

e lka: 1 

'kicchen' 

r rV 
• 

'fly' 

err. 

'our (cxcl.)' 

ey 

'where' 


3.1. 1.8. [*:] : This sound is produced exactly 

like ’e' except tor the fact that the tongue 

in the raised position for a longer dura 
tion and the tongue is more tense. Tilts is 
called Higher Mid front Unrounded Long Vowel. 
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/e:/ : This sound has the equivalent sound 
in Tamil script as it occurs in the words like • 


/e:ni/ 

‘ladder 1 

/te;n/ 

'honey' 

/pe:y/ 

'devil' 

/e. lam/ 

'auction' 

/ve:iui/ 

'job* etc. 

ITiis sound occurs in the initial and media 

position of a word. 

Initial: 

‘ 

c: pa.j 

'small wall lizard' 

e:gu:r 

' collect, gather 1 

e: t 

'load up' 

e: k 

'where 1 

e ma r 

’ cheat 1 

c.y . 

'cheat' 

e: y 

'affairs' 

Medi 11 : 

pe: r 

'name' 

ke: p 

1 send' 

t e: n 

'honey’ 

m-e: 1 

' another' 

ne: ig 

'plough' 

ve: ) 

' thatch' 

3.1.15. [o] In the 

production of this sound. 
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r |H, back at the con^o* rises tha middle position 


the tront part 

c*l the 

sott palate. The 

stays in this position 

for a short time. 

Itje lip* are protrubed 

and rounded. The soft 

[olrfite is raised and th* vocal cords vibrate to 

noko til is sound voiced 

Th i s 

sound is called 

Back Higliot Mid Rounded Short 

w'gve 1 . 

Tli i fi shorr vownl 

13 <*qui' 

valent r a rhe sound 

by /o/ in Tamil script 

3 s i r 

is found in the 

v«rds lik** - 



/nnru/ 

• , • 

on* 


/ tippu/ 

i i 

as:i ee. 


/kotii/ 

> „ •.. _ » 
give 


/poy/ 

i i j • 

1) e 


/to^u/ 

touch 

etc . 

Th i x xnmiJ occur s 

in the 

word iniLial posi- 

tion only 



luiLldi: 



Op 

1 

' ' 


JI K 

' A 1 etr& 1 


ok l 

’ r ami J y 

l 

«it a. : 

'help' 


ad 

'one' 


onba:d 

I I 

TUTTC 

• 


o j a : 1 

1 sinRlc 

man 1 

ol a; m 

'well 1 
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3.1.1.10. [o:] : This soun^ produced exactly 
like *o' except foi the fact that the tongue 
stays for a longer time in its raised position 
and is also more tense. This sound is called 
Higher Mid Back Rounded Long Vowel. 

This.vowel is equivalent to the sound /o:/ 
in Tamil script as it is lound m the words like 
/oi^um/ 'Snat 1 

/o:lai/ ' leaf' 

/po:/ ’go’ 

/ko:tu/ ’line' 

/mo:tu/ 'dash with >tc. 

This sound occurs in the initial, medial 
and final positions of a word. 


IniLial: 

o: d 

'read ' 


'go* 

o: t 

'hallow' 

o: I 

'leaf' 

o: la:r 

'hawl 1 

o-inair 

'path' 

Medial: 

po: r 

• tight' 

to: r 

1 appecr 

co: r 

' dove 
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go:r 'wall' 

jo:ly 'affair' 

no:r 'see' 

mo:cm 'deceiveness ' 

Fin a 1; 

ko: la: 'niu& t nut' 

i 

bo:ro: 'must' 

odo: 'is/are/was/were' 

olo: 'is/are/was/were 1 

ve:ko: 'needed 1 

3.1.1.11. [E] ; In the production of this sound, 

the front of the tongue rises to a hight slightly 

% 

lower than that for [e]. The lips are spread. 

The sol t palate is raised and the vocal cords 
vibrate to make this sound voiced. This sound 
is called Moan Mid Front Unrounded VoweL. 

This vowel occurs in the initial position of 
a word. 


Initial: 

tEt 

'cattle straw 

kEr 

1 small pond' 

pEg 

'smoke' 

cEb 

'scores ' 

nEtr 

'blood' 

«Edl 

'brain' 


for hand* 
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3.1.1.12. [o] In the production of this sound, 
Che back of Che tongue rises Lovardfi the soft 
palace, Co a position lower than that for (a]. 

The tongue stays in this position for a short 
time. The lips arc prorruded and rounded. The 
soft palate is raised and the vocal cords vibrate 
to nake this sound voiced. This sound is called 
Lower Mid Back Rounded Vowel. 

This vowel occurf. only in the medial posi¬ 
tion of a word. 

Medial: 


k 3 l 

'c1-ar ine t' 

poy 

'lie' 

tong 

'hang* 

copni:r 

’dream * 


'child' 

nDdy 

'echo word wich no:v' 


3.1.1.13. [a] : In the production of this sound, 
the Longue lowered anrl remains for .1 shore while 
The lips are spread. The soft palace is raised 
and Lhe vocal cords vibrate making che sound 
voiced. This is called Lower Mid Back Unrounded 
Vowel. 

This vowel occurs only in che medial 


position. 
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Medial; 


pAl 

’ tooch ' 

bAndv 

' catcle' 

cAv 

’die' 

cArr 

’ Finish* 

k/m 

' eye ' 

gAnd 

’male' 

niAii 

' sand ' 


3.1.1.14. [a] : lu the production oT this sound, 

the tongue is lowered The lips are spread. The 
soft palate is raised and the vocal cords vibrate 
to wake this sound voited. This sound is called 
Lov Central Short Vowel. 

This sound has the equivalent sound /a/ in 
Tamil script a& it occurs in Che words like - 


/atu / 

'that thing' 

/orama: / 

'mother 1 

/ kal/ 

• 

' toddv' 

0 

/pati/ 

' rend' 

/1 a l n i / 

'heed' or: . 


Tins sound occurs only in the initial posi¬ 
tion of a word. 

Initial: 
at 
ad 


‘that wny' 
'thar rhin>.’ 
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tibia 

'feativa1' 

nnn 

1 1 ike that ' 

uinn 

’mother Goddess' 

a lv 

'measure' 

an 

'elder brother' 

av 

'mother' 


3.1.1.15. [a:] : This sound is produced exactly 
like [a] except for the fact that the tongue 
remains in the lowered position for a longer 
duration and the tongue is more tense. This 
sound is called Low Central Long Vowel. 

/a:/ : This sound is equivalent to the 
sound /«:/ in Tamil script as it is found in the 
words like “ 


/a: lai/ 

’ factory' 

t&\ 1/ 

■ 

'roan' 

/pa:1 / 

'roilk' 

/ta: y/ 

'mother' 

/appa: / 

' father' 

/va;1/ 

'tail' etc. 


This sound occurs in the initial, medial 
and final positions of a word. 

Initial; 

u:p 'peg' 

a:r 'six' 
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a:ga: v 

'bad * 

a: k 

' become' 

a: cv 

'dcaire' 

arm 

•we* 

am 

'elephant' 

or 1 

'nun, husband* 

al; 

pa: 1 

'milk* 

ta: 1 

1 death 1 

ka: 1 

'leg' 

car vni 

' thousand' 

□ a: l 
• 

'ceremonial friend' 

nary 

'do*' 

o: yna: r 

' pal 1)' 

1: 

ila: 

'not 1 

ala 

'not' 

vcrra: 

• 

'noL needed' 

va: 

1 come' 

tar 

'^ive' 


3.1.2. Non-ayLlabic Vowels: 

3.1.2.1. [ 4 ) : This sound is produced exactly 
like [i] except that it does not function ns the 
peak o£ the syllable. This sound is called High 
Front Non-syliable Vowel. 
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Tli L & bound occurs in the medial posit ion of 
a ward, 

Medial: 


ilk 

here' 

eid 

' two' 

b aJ 

'rat' 

bu. im 

'earth' 

nW\ i n 

' son * 

o:ina i 

'path' 

t rAinln 

' training ' 

nUil 

' pinch' 

rA i v 

-A 

'Badagu nan' 

so; im 

'God ' 


3.1.2.2. |u] : This sound is produced exactly 
like [u] except that it does r.ot function os the 
peak of the syllable. This sound is called High 
Back Non-sy1labic Vowel. 

This# sound occurs in the nedial position of 
a word. 

Medial; 

kAyl 'edible root' 

kAyndan 'personal name' 

ca:ufcja:cm ' leisurely ' 

3.2. Conccnnnts 

The consonant is produced when the air 
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stream is obstructed or blocked at some point in 
the oral cavity by some part of the tongue. 

'll jo consonant sounds, found in Kota at the 
phunetic level are tabulated aa below: 

(NOTE:- LA - Labial, Del = Dental, 

AL = Alveolar, RE m Retroflex, 



P/1 = 

Pa la ta l 

» 

VS - Velar*.) 




LA 

DC 

AL 

RE FA 

VE 

a) 

Stops: 







Voice1 ess 

P 

t 

t 


k 


Vo it ed 

b 

d 

d 

d 

« 

K 

b) 

Affricates: 







Voiceless 




c 
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3.2.1. Stop Consonants: 

3.2.1.1. (p ] : While product ny. this sound, the 
air is completely blockpd in the oral passage by 
closing the lips The soft pnlarc is also raised 
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co close che passage to the nasal cavity. The 
sudden opening of the lips releases the air 
abruptly. The vocal cords do not vibrate. This 
sound is called Voiceless ttilabinl Stop. 

This sound is equivalent to the sound /p/ 
in Tamil script /ib it occurs in words like - 
/pal/ 'teeth* 

/patan/ 'picture' 

/piti/ 'catch' 

/pa I lam/ 'pit' etc. 

This sound occurs in the initial, medial 
and final positions of a word. 

initial: 

pit 'rood' 

ptd 'wife' 

potn 'foolishnsn' 

pu: v 'f1owe r' 

pa:l 'milk’ 

Medial: 

ku: pm ' anger ' 

sijpni:r 'dream' 

ola:pm 'confusion' 

nArpA^ra 'again' 

pa:pm 'sin' 
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Fina1: 


tAp 

'line' 

vElp 

’light' 

unyp 

'thought 1 

ti:rp 

'decision 

ke: p 

’ send' 


3.2.1.2. {b) ; This sound is produced exactly 
Like [p] except for the fact that the vocal cords 
are vibrated to make this wound voiced. This 
sound is called Voiced Bilabial Stop. 


Hi is sound does not have the equivalent 
sound in Tamil script since the Latter does not 
have voiced sounds. But, this sound can be heard 
as the voiceless one occurring after the honwr- 

ganic nasal sound in the words like - 

* 


/katnbi/ 

/kamban/ 

/pambaram/ 
/1 ainb i / 

/a: rmribam/ 


wire' 

iron post* 

top' 

younger brother' 
beginning 1 cLc. 


This sound occurs in the initial, medial 
and final positions of .i word. 


Initial: 
bUrn 
bu: im 


' quickly’ 
'earth' 
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nl'lm 'strength' 

b/.kti 'devotion' 

Medial: 

obi: 'together. jointly' 

orba'd 'nine' 

anbogin 'exper ience ' 

a : lbldn: lin 'husband and wife 

homtui : r 'ritual game* 

Final: 

ib iron 

ub 'swell' 

arcb 'arrow' 

paib 'anaki' 1 

<L\h 'put arm around 1 

3.2.1.3. It.] : in the production oi this sound, 
the air is completely blocked in the oral passage 

by closing the lips. The tip of the tongue comes 

into contact with the upper teeth. The soft 
palate is raised as for other stops. The sudden 
withdrawal of rbe tongue from the contact causes 
the abrupt release of the closure. Thp vocal 
cords remain apart and so do not vibrate. This 
sound is called Voiceless Dental Stop. 

This sound has the equivalent sound ft! in 
Tamil script as it occurs in the words like - 
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/la: / 

i * . I 

give 

/tami1/ 

’Tamil language' 

/t i: / 

'fire' 

/tolu/ 

1 touch 1 

/ te: n/ 

'honey' etc. 

This sound occurs 

in the initial, 

final positions of 

a word. 

Init xal: 

t In 

'cut' 

i”r 

1 shoot' 

tEru 

'open ' 

* 

1 r—r 

O 

t | 

'skin ' 

ta; y 

' lock ‘ 

Medial: 

pi t1.): Cm 

'mischief ’ 

mA £ C i 

'Badaga woman' 

oca: c 

'help' 

artm 

'meaning ‘ 

Final: 

4 

’this W3y/side' 

B It 

a • 

'writings' 

at t 
• * 

'a pavilion on t 
roof in an lndi 

P o: Jb 

'flesh (of anima 


md: n£ 


word/speech/language' 
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3. 2 . I . >4 . [ e.1 ] . This Sound is produced exactly 
like [t] tfXCupL for the fact tliHt the vocal 
cords .ire nude to vibrate to make this sound 
voiced. Hi Is sound is called t'oiced Dental Stop 


This sound does not hove- on eq 
bol in Tamil script since in Tamil 
aic not distinctive. However, this 
lor to the redding pronunciation of 
horaorganic nasals in words like - 
/tundum/ 'ivory' 

/inda/ ’this' 

/kn: nd.im/ 1 magnet' 

/tandi/ 'wire* euc. 


uivolent syin¬ 
voiced stop/; 
sound is si mi 
stops a fter 


This sound occurs in the word initial, 
rrierdi.il and Final positions. 


Initial: 

dig! 

a 

du: ly 
de: rv 
«j i i r 
ilAnd 

— Ml 


'month 1 

’burial ground’ 
'Cod' 

'European man' 
'fight' 


Medial: 

idn 

mm 

pAdna:ng 
plidva: nn 


'thia thing' 
' Fourteen ' 
'Wednesday' 
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cAmdu:rm 

1 ocean 1 

mEd l 

'brain * 

• 

ed 

'which thing' 

od 

'kick' 

orbu:d 

1 nine' 

ad 

'that thing' 

ino: nd 

'face' 


3.2.1.5. [t] : When this simutl is produced t the 
air passage is completely blocked by raising the 
tip of the tongue to touch the up pur teeth ridge. 
The sole palate is raised. I’he air is released 

by suddenly withdrawing the tip of the tongue 
iron the teeth ridge. The vocal cords do not 
vibrate This sound is called Voiceless Alveolar 
Stop . 

This sound is equivalent to the sound /r/ 
in Tamil script as it occurs in the words like - 


/a: ru/ 

'six' 

/psrru/ 

'hold' 

/e:ru/ 

'climb up' 

/u:rru/ 

mm mm 

1 fountain 

/ce:ru/ 

'mud' etc. 


This sound occurs in the medial and final 
positions of a word. 
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Medial: 


na: t® 

'smell' 

vi: ta: c 

'pregnant' 

Final: 


il 

'this direct ion' 

p: t 

'place on' 

at 

'that direct ion' 

pAt 

'catch' 

tEt 

’cattle array from herd’ 

k a : t 

wind 1 

krict 

'Christ 1 

J.2.1.6. [d] : ihis sound is produced exactly 

like * c except foi the lact that the vocal 

cords vibrate to nuike 

thin Mound voiced. It is 

called Voiced Alvcoldl 

SLup. 

This sound dne* not have .in equivalent Bound 

in Tamil script. But 

Lhis sound can be heard as 

the voiceless one occurring after the hi>morx«nic 

nasal in the words like - 

/lnRu/ 

1 Loduy ’ 

/panRi/ 

| j 1 

pig 

/kanRu/ 

'calf 

/mu:nRu/ 

'three' etc. 


This sound occurs in thn medial and final 
positions of a word. 
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Medio 1: 

indy ’today' 

endy 'whence/which day’ 

anderl 'that day evening' 

bra:ndi ’brandy' 

n^dy 'echo word with no:v' 

Final: 

eid 'two ’ 

od 'one' 

iru;nd 'three' 

3.2.1.7. If] . In the production of this sound, 

the air passage is completely blocked by raiding 
the blade of the Longue and curling it backward 
to touch the hard palate. The soft palate is 
raised. When the contact is suddenly withdrawn, 
the air is released abruptly. The vocal cords 
remain apart and so do nor vibrate. This sound 
is called Voiceless Retroflex Scop. 

This sound hus nil equivalent sound symbo¬ 
lized by /t/ in Tamil script as found in words 
like - 

/katci/ 'party' 

/a:tci/ ' rule' 

i a : tkal/' 'men ' 

/nu(ka|/ 'thrones’ etc. 
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This sound yuuis initially only in the tvc 
words given below and in the medial and final 
positions of a word. 


Initia 1: 

ti: 'tea' 

trAjnln 'training' 


Med i a l: 

is tm 
• • 

a: cm 

ott 
• • 

kArp{i 
p.nti 


'liking 1 
'play' 

'a pavilion in tlir roof of 
an Indian house' 

' jaggery' 

'foolish wonan' 


Final: 

port 

tAm£ 

VAt, 

lUrjkAt 


'food' 

'roll forward' 
'carrying pad' 
'buiId' 

1 funeral car’ 


3.2.1.8. [d] : This sound is produced exactly 

tike (t] except the fact that the vocal corHs 
vibrate to make the sound voiced. This sound is 
called Voiced Retroflex Stop. 


This sound does not have .in equivalent 
sound in Iam.il script since in Tamil voiced stops 
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an* not distinctive. However, this sound \s 
similar la the reading pronunciaLion of stops 
utter the hoisorg.inic nasal in Llie words like 


/a: ruju/ 

' year' 


/Landu/ 

* 4 

'stalk* 


/ivandu/ 

» r 

'crab' 


/ouindu/ 

'fool' etc. 


Ibis sound occurs 

i ill the medial and 

final 

posit ions ai a word. 



Medial: 



odo: 

1 is/are/wos/vore' 


acini' r 

'bow down' 


kUdl 

'front room in the 

liauSfi' 

Rodn 

'barren nan' 


ia :>ndi 

'1arae person' 


Final : 



o: rid 

t 

' listin’ 


a: d 

' keep ’ 


pEd 

•wife' 


cUnd 

• • 

' f ravrwni' 


mAnd 

1 head ' 


3. 2.1.9 . (k.] In the 

product ion of this 

sound, 

the air current ifl completely blocked in 

the 

oral cavity by rataing 

the bark of the tounge to 

touch the soft palate. 

The soft palate 

is also 
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raised to close the passage to the nasal cavity. 
The sudden withdrawal of the tongue from its 
position causes the air to release abruptly. The 
vocal cords remain and so do not vibrate. This 
sound l 8 called Voiceless Velar Stop. 

This voiceless sound is equivalent to the 
sound / k / In Tamil script as found in the words 
like - 


/Val/ 

'stone‘ 

/kan/ 

* . i 

eye 

/ka:tu/ 

'fores t' 

/kot u/ 

I • V 

give 

/ku:tu/ 

'nest’ e 


This sound occurs in the word initial, 
medial and final positions. 


Initial: 


klv 

' tear* 

kEk 

'work' 

koi 

'musical instrument 

ko: y 

'hen' 

kla:c 

'c tassroom' 


Medial: 


ika.di 

akn 

pArkn 


do not stay* 
'elder sister' 
’ poor man' 
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;rUa: rn 'prie.at * 
nEkl 'shadow' 
cku:1 'school' 


F inal: 
uk 
e k 
dnk 
k a: i k 
rau: k 


enter' 
whore' 
suppress 1 
crow' 
nose 1 


3.2.1.10. [k] : This sound is produced exactly 
like [k] except lor the tact that the vocal cords 
vihr.ite to make the sound voiced. Thie sound is 
called Voiced Velar Stop. 

This sound does rot have an equivalent 
xound in Tamil script since in Tamil the voiced 
stops are not distinctive. However, this sound 
is sinilar in the reading pronunciation ol stops 
after the homorganic nasal in the words like - 
/tang am/ 'gold' 

/partgu/ 'share' 

/tu:hftu/ 'sleep' 

/va.-ngu/ 'buy' 

/kuhgumaia/ 'saffron' etc. 

This sound occurs in the inirLai. medial 
and final positions al' a word. 



78/KOTA SPEECH SOUNDS 


initial: 

gl ly«T : tm 
gEv 

go: In 

gAnd 

&\a:c 

Medial 

uga: <Ji: m 

e:gu:r 
pAndi:gm 
tXcga:r 
ca:vga;cm 
clo:gm 

F in-i 1: 

»J8 

erg 

o:g 

pEg 

n.i: ng 

mtlg 


ritual Rno>e' 
pity* 
mock' 

appearance' 
m.i 1 e' 

rI.iss ' 


'do not plough - you (pi.)’ 
'collect (fuel)' 

' contest’ 

' Koca trinity' 

' leisurcLy' 

' proverb 1 

' plough' 

'bring down* 

'go' 

' snake' 

' lour 1 
’ chillies' 


,,2.2 , Affricate Consonants: 

3.2.2.1. (cj : In the production of this sound, 
the centre of the tongue is raised to touch the 
hard palate. The teeth are closed and the lips 
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are slightly protruded and open. The soft palate 
is a 1 .40 raised to dose the nasal passage. The 
sudden withdrawal of Llie tongue from its posi¬ 
tion causes the air current to pass abruptly. 

The vocal curds do not vibrate. This sound is 
called Voiceless Palatal Affricate. 

This sound has the equivalent sound /c/ in 
Tamil script as it occurs in the words like - 
/ca:yantaram/ 'evening' 

/candra:/ 'personal name 1 

/ce* ru/ 'mud' 

/civappu/ 'rad' etc. 

This sound occurs in Lhe initial position 
before the front vowels , centra1 vowels, lateral 
[lj and in the medial «nd final positions of a 
word. 


Initial: 

Cll 

'branch of a 

cEtf 

’ wnrm’ 

c«: r 

'arrive' 

cit rm 

'bag' 

cAm 

' linish' 

do: gm 

' proverb' 

Medial: 

onca;k 

'little' 
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acflttg 

a: cv 
ecr 

kAncn 

pick 


'younger son' 

'desire' 

'water boiled for cooking 
rice* 

'dream' 

’ squeeze' 


F Lnal 

ii: ra l lc 
■ 

<e | ml c 
awe 

pi: c 
pAnyc 
ku:jka:rc 


'Iru1 a unman' 
'lime' 

1 pre«n 1 
'cat ' 

'party a woman' 
'servant maid' 


3.2.2.2. |j] : This sound is produced exactly 
like (c] except for the fact Lhat the vocal cords 
vibrate to make this sound voiced. This sound 
is called a Voiced Palatal Affricate. 


This sound is equivalent to the sound 
symbolized in Tamil os /j/ being borrowed from 
Sanskrir, found in rhe words like - 


/javuli/ 
f j a: d i / 

/ j r*. n / 

/j a:ti/ 
/jo; t i / 


'cloth' 


jar 

' persona 1 
'caste' 


name' 


’pair’ etc. 
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This sound occurs in the inicial position 
before the front vowela, central vowels and in 
the medial and final positions o! a word 


Initial: 
jlv 
jAnw 
ja: m 

Medial: 
c jn 
oia* 1 
bAja:rm 
ko: ja: in 
RlMji 

Pina 1: 

eij 
orj 
an j 
pAj 
ku: j 
ve: j 


life* 
people 1 
night 1 

whence 1 
single man' 

Oo t y ' 

early noming' 

front room in the house' 


rat ' 

rub ' 
live' 
pip* 
wa^e ' 
thatch’ 


3.2.3. Fricative Consonants: 

3.2.3. 1. [v] : To produce this sound. the lower 
lip touches the upper teeth very lightly. When 
the air passes through this light contact it 
causes frication. The fricarion is very light 
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and is almost inaudible when this sound occurs 
alter a vowel. file soft palate is raised and 
the vocal colds vibrate. The tongue remains in 
its normal position. This sound is called 
Voiced Labio-dental Fricative. 


This sound is equivalent to the sound /v/ 
in Tamil script as found in the words like - 


/va] i/ 

'path ' 


/va.y/ 

'mourh' 


/avnn/ 

’h«‘ 


/ivai/ 

'these things' 

etc. 

This sound occurs in the medial 

position 

after a consonant or 

in bAtveen two 

vowels and 

in the final position 

ot a word. 


Medial: 

ivA£ 

' twenty' 


ulv i : 

• 

'inner house' 


a: cvfl: rta 

' Sunday' 


tlnva:In 

• 

'platform in the house' 

)Ava:ny 

'young man' 


vltva: era 

'dif ference' 


¥ inal: 

«lv 

'bones' 


ov 

'kick' 


av 

'mother' 
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pu:v 'flower' 

kArv 'c roas' 

Je:rv 'God' 

3.2.3.2. [»] In the production of this sound, 
the blade ot the tongue is raised to touch 
against the ridge of the upper teeth and the 
front of the tongue is also raised towards the 
direction of the hard palate. The lips ure 
slightly protruded and open. The soft pulute is 
raised to close the nasal passage. The vocal 
cords vibrate. The sound is colled VoiceleBB 
Alveolar Groove Fricative. 

This sound due9 not have the equivalent 
sound in the Tamil script since Tamil does 
not have this sound. But. this pound con be 

heard in Tamil words like * 

/su^uy 'fire' 

/sollu/ 'tell' 

/fiu: Mai/ 'camphor' 

/so:nay/ 'personal name 1 etc. 

This sound occurs only in the initial 
position of a word before the back vowels. 

Initial? 

alibi 'sparrow* 

silly 'prostitute' 



H4/K0TA settCH SOUNDS 


ssp 'food variety' 

sipni:r 'dream 1 

so:r dove' 

so:im 'Hod' 

3.2.3.3. [ 2 ] : Thia sound is produced exact iy 
like [s] except chat the vocal curds vibrate to 
make thin sound voiced. This sound Lx called 
Voiced Alveolar Groove Fricative. 

This sound occurs only in the initial posi¬ 
tion of a word before the back vowels. 

Initial. 

uir ‘plaited hair' 

10 : ly ‘at fairs' 

zo:r 'great, big' 

3.2.3.4. [s] : Th i a nouiuJ is produced exactly 
like [gJ except fur the fact that the blade of 
the tongue 18 uificd and curled backward to touch 
the hard palate. This sound is called Voice Irs* 
Retroflex Groove Fricative 

Thi* sound does have the equivalent sound 
in Tamil script borrowed 1rrmi Sanskrit in the 

words like - 

/visas/ 'poison' 

/v«:sax/ 'mask ' 

/puspaa/ 'flower' etr 
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This sound occurs only in the oediul posi- 
Lion before cho voicelreLroflcx stop and it 
is phonemi cal ly taken as an allophonc of fc]. 

Mod ini: 

'liking’ 

•cAtfiui 'trouble* 

nA$lm ’loss' 

3 .2.U. Nasal Consonants; 

3.2.4.1. [ra] : tfliile producing this sound, the 
air is completely blocked by closing the lips. 
Hie Huft palate is lowered so as to give room 
ior the air current to pass through the nasal 
cavity. The tongue retrains in its neutral posi¬ 
tion. The vocal cords vibrate to make the nasal 
sound voiced. This sound is called Voiced 
Bilabial Nasal. 

this sound is equivalent to the sound /m/ 
in Tamil script as found in the words like - 


/ma:n/ 

'deer' 

/arana: / 

’mother' 

/taayi 1/ 

' peacock* 

/no:™/ 

'we ( incl .)' 

/maram j 

'tree* etc. 


This sound occurs in the initial, medial 
and final positions of a word. 
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Init 1 a 1: 

mi: n 

‘ flah' 

mfcd 1 

'brain' 

mUng 

'dive' 

nog 

' son' 

ma: v 

’dear' 

mAy 

'rain’ 

Media 1: 

invu:r 

'like this ' 

i-nibA t 

'eighty' 

emg 

' suppress ' 

adTriPr 
• • 

'bovdovn' 

kalne:1 

1 Kola trinity' 

tomb/it 

'ninety' 

Final: 

ini 

' buf falo ' 

cna 

' how * 

on 

'our (inct.)' 

a: In 

• 

'depth' 

n i: vi 

.'you (pi. ) ' 

1 a '• lin 

'gain ' 

3.2.4.2. [n] : In the 

production of 

the same articulation 

that is used 1 

employed except that 

the tip of the 


into contact in between the two teeth. The sound 
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is called Voiced Dental Nasal. 


T|ii k aound has 
Taini1 script as it 
/na:n/ 
/tar. cam/ 
/pantu/ 
/ni:likal/ 
/no:y/ 


the equivalent sound /n/ 
occurs in the words like - 

•I* 

'ivory' 

'ball 1 

'you (pl.V 

$ 

'disease' etc. 


in 


This sound occurs only in the medial posi¬ 
tion before the dental stops. 

Medial: 


intk 

'this much' 

pAndi.gm 

'contest' 

kAundim 

'personal name* 

ma: nt 

'word/apeech' 

mo: nd 

9 e ^ 1 

lace 

M-ir.dm 

'relation' 


3.2. 4.3. (n] : This sound is produced exactly 

like (ra) except for the tip of the tongue is 
raised to touch the upper teeth ridge. This 
sound is called Voiced Alveolar Nasal. 


This sound is equivalent to the sound /n/ 

in Tamil script as found in the words like • 
/na:n/ * 1' 

/annam/ 'ric«' 
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/k-annarr/ 'check' 

/uuanam/ mind' 

/na:uku/ 'four' etc. 

This sound occurs in the initial, medial 
and final positions! of a word. 


Initial: 

• 

ai: 

'you < eg. ) ' 

ne: r 

'yeslerday ' 

qu: r 

'hundred ' 

no: v 

'disease ' 

noc a:k 

'little' 

nA i r 

’jackn1 * 

na: y 

'dog' 

Medial: 

atibo: Kin 

'experience' 

«nm 

'1xkf rhnr' 

ko:na:r 

• 

'plain country 

ka:np«:b 

'wild snake’ 

'■Uni v 

'stretch out ’ 

t r A i n l n 

' L ra ininit' 

Fina L: 

in 

'say' 

en 

'what' 

bl 1 tn 

•quickly' 

t e: n 

' honey' 
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kAnbA(.n 'personal name' 

nui;m 'uncle' 

nuilii 'personal name’ 

J.2.&.4. [n] : This sound is produced exactly 
like [m] exeepr for the fact that tho tip of the 
tongue is raised and curled backward to touch 
the centre part oi the hard palate. This sound 
is called Voiced Retroflex Nasal. 

This sound has the equivalent sound /n/ in 
Tamil script as it occurs in the words like - 
/kan/ ’eye 1 

/ennam/ ’thought’ 

/vanti/ 1 cart * 

/naJnam/ 'shyness* 

/non/ 'sand* etc- 

■ 

This sound occurs in the medial and final 
»* i t ions of a word . 

Medial: 

oncygn 'male pi*' 

pEnm 'corpse* 

tlnva:lm 'plotforw in the house' 

ko:ntgi:r 'rainbow' 

• • 

na:rna:r 'coir; bark' 

tAni:r 'cold water' 

• • 
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Finn l: 


an 

‘elder brother' 

a : n 

i 

’rule' 

en 

'oil' 

urn 

'roll up and down' 

pAn 

'fruit' 

kAn 

‘ eye 1 

mAin 

1 son ’ 


3.2.4.5. |n] : This sound is produced exactly 
like (ra) except for Lhe fact that the front pari 
of the tongue is raised to touch the centre part 
of the hard palatal region. This sound is called 
Voiced Palatal Nasal. 

This sound is equivalent to the sound /n/ 
in Tamil script as it occurs in the words like - 
/hdinam/ ‘personal name*' 

/pahcu/ 'cotton' 

/kehcu/ 'beg' 

/vafican/ 'revenge' etc. 

This sound occurs only in the medial posi¬ 
tion before the palatal affricates. 

Medial: 

oiicii: k ‘little 1 

anj 'five' 

raAficn 'man ' 
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3.2 4.6. [n] : This sound is produced exactly 
like [n] except for the fact that the back of 
the tongue is raised to touch the soft palate. 
Tins sound is called Voiced Velar Nasal. 

This sound is equivalent to the sound /h/ 
in Tamil script as found in the words like - 
/ahke:/ 'there' 

/t.inkain/ 'gold' 

# 

/ma:hka.y/ ’mango' 

/cahkani/ 'association 1 etc. 

This sound occurs medially before the velar 
stops and finally only in two words. 

Medial: 


ehkr 

'why' 

engl j: pm 

'de a lrc ' 

unka: ri 
* 

' shop' 

a: nka: rn 

’personal name' 

pong 

' over:low' 

tahg 

'hang* 

ca: hk 

'support' 

mlng 

1 swallow' 

ml'iHg 

'dive' 


FLnal: 
cn 

trAinlh 


why' 

t raining' 
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3.2.5. Lateral Consonants: 

3.2.5. 1. [1| ; To produce this wound, tho tip a F 
the tongue rises to touch the upper teeth ridge 
and the oral passage is clofted in the centre. 
There 13 an open passage on the both aides of 
che tongue for the air to pass through. The soft 
pnlace is raised from it* position. Tho vocal 
cords vibrate to make voicing. This sound is 

9 

called Voiced Alveolar Lateral 

This sound has the equivalent sound /1/ in 
Tamil script as found in words like - 
/e:lam/ 'auction' 

/kal/ 'stone' 

/alai/ 'wave' 

/to:1/ 'skin' etc . 

This sound occurs in the initial, medial 
and final positions of a ward. 

Initial: 

Io:bm 'gain' 

1 o: ik ' f i tt\ess ' 

lo gsn 'world ' 

Medial; 


o 1 a:pm 
e: Iv 

j111 a:rm 


' conf ii h i on ' 
' nr f air' 
•daily’ 
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du: ly 

'burial ground' 

vA l k i; 

’right hand’ 

Final: 

cl 

r Leaf ' . 

arl 

' fever 1 

pA 1 

'tocth ' 

to: 1 

'©kin' 

ell 

'branch uT tree' 

5.2. [1] : To 

produce this sound, the 


the Longue rises and curls back to strike against 
the centre of the hard palate. After a single 
stroke, it return© Co it© original position. The 
oral cavity ia thus partially closed notneiitarily 
leaving the sides for the flow of the air current 
The soft palate is raised from its position. The 
vocal cords vibrate to make voicing. This sound 
is called Voiced Retroflex Lateral 

This sound is equivalent to rhe sound /\J 
in Tamil script as found in words like - 


/ k;i l / 

/uli/ 

/ava 1/ 


'Loddv * 
'chisel 1 
'that woman ' 


/all/ 'liive, donate' ere. 

This sound occurs in the medial and linal 
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positions of a word. 


Initia1: 

iH< 

| _ 1 
now 

ulvi: 

'inner house' 

elt 

’writing’ 

ojk 

'measure' 

adi- 1m 
• ■ 

’breadth' 

a: Im 
« 

’depth ' 

Finn 1 • 

C't}\ 

leader 1 

•1 

’cave ' 

a:) 

1 husband' 

tlftl 

'moon' 

ro l 

I 

'urine' 


3.2. b. Flap Consonant: 

3.2. b.l. [fj : In the production of this sound. 
r.h« tip of the tongue rises and curls hark to 
strike ay a ins L the centre, of the hard palate. 
After a single stroke it conies buck to its origi¬ 
nal posiLion. The oral caviLy is closed momen¬ 
tarily. The soft palate is raised and the vocal 
cords vibrate. This sound is called Voiced 
Retroflex Flap. 

This sound does not have the equivalent 
sound symbolised by any Tamil script. But. this 
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sound is similai to the reading pronunciation of 
the retroflex stop in the medial position, in 
words like - 

• - « ► » 
pot 


/k ud am/ 
/madam/ 
/idam/ 

/tadara/ 


1 i' 

inn 


1 place ' 
'path' etc. 


This sound occurs in the medial and final 
positions of a word. 


Media 1: 
erra 
arknj 
aiika: ri 

Final; 

ir 

ar 

p*it 

tlfr 

— m 

go: r 
cn: r 
kEur 


1 place’ 

'obedience' 
'shop' 

* beat' 
'cook' 

'powder 1 
'shoot * 
•wall* 

' heat' 

‘deal * 


3.2.7. Trill Consonant: 

3.2.7.1. [rj : In the production of this sound, 
th« apex of Lhe tongue vibrates against. Llie upper 
teeth ridge,the air passage is intermittently 
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vbstructed. The soft palate is raised and the 
vocal cords vibrate. This sound is called 
Voiced Trill. 


This sound ia equivalent to the sound /xf 
in Tamil script in words like - 


/kari/ 

* coal ' 

/maram/ 

't ree' 

/aram/ • 

' fifiw' 

/wa:ram/ 

'week' etc. 

This sound occurs 

in the ini 

final positions of 

a wo i il. 

Initial: 

r Ek 

'feather' 

ra: ja: ti 

'queen 1 

r a: ja ; v 

'kin*' 

Media 1 : 

i rb 

' .inf ' 

i rk 

1 1 ightrtesa' 

a r tin 

1 meaning' 

c a: u rm 

'thousand ' 

• $,ri\inln 

'Lraining' 

vA r j : 4 , 

'cloth' 

Final: 

tvr 

'this man' 

u: r 

'vilLagc' 
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ar 

'half' 

ktr 

1 tank' # 

ni: r 

'hair' 

m? ir 

’complaint 


3.2.8. Semi-vowel: 

3.2.8. 1. |y] r To produce thi* sound, ch«* centre 
of the tongue rises toward* the centre of the 
hard palate almost touching it. The tongue 
height is lower than that for palatal fricative 
but little higher rh.in that for f i] . The lips 
are open. The soft palate is raised imd vocal 
colds vibrate. This sound is called Voiced 

I 

Pa Id cal Semi-vowel. 

This sound is equivalent to the. sound /y/ 
in Tamil script as found in words like - 
/na:y/ ‘dag’ 

/lu:y/ 'mother' 

/payam/ 'fear' 

/ka:yam/ 'wound' etc. 

This sound occurs medially .ifier a consonant 
and in the final position ot * wind 

Media 1 

pApyn 'p.inya nan* 

ko: ryk vow oficred to Cod' 

gllya:tm 'festival game' 
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mApyv:uka: rn 'village treasurer' 
Final: 


e:y 

'seven’ 

ta: y 

' lock 1 

du: ly 

'burial around' 

ko: y 

' hen 1 

i a; ^y 

*C»18t<? ' 



PHOHETIC PRILLS 


To pronounce Uiu sound* accurately and to 
differentiate between similar sound*, it i* 
necessary to give the learner drill* in pronun¬ 
ciation. For this purpose, phonetic drill* are 
given in this chapter with set of words. The 
word* may be given first vertically and horizon¬ 
tally for drilling. 


4.1. Vowels 

High front unrounded short vowel [i] V*. 
Front lower high unrounded short vowel fl]. 


in 

'say' 

il 

' now' 

irb 
' ant' 

High front unround 
High back rounded short 
ib 

'iron* 

it 

’this side’ 
irl 

1 night' 


tin 

7. ... i 
eat 

pin 

I _ _ 9 I 

again 

jllta:rm 
•daily’ 

t) short vowel m Vb. 
vowe 1 (ti J . 

ub 

* awe 11' 
ut 

' east' 

urv 
'body 1 


High front unrounded short vowel [i] Vs. 
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Lower high back rounded short vowel [u]- 


i la. 

'not exist' 


IVlit 

'twenty 


iyk 

’here' 


pUi 

' p, r a 5 b 

klJy 

’pit’ 

tUr 

'shoot' 


High front unrounded short vowel [1] Vs 
Higher mid front unrounded short vowel (c|. 


il 

' now' 
ir 

'bvat' 


e I It 

'wher^' 
nr 

'up' 


1C ec 

'this direction' ’which dilution* 

Hifth front unrounded short vowel [i] Vs 
lower front n>id unrounded short vowel [l] . 



pf-K 

'night' 

' ssrvoke * 


bElm 

’to be’ 

'strength’ 

iod 

* t 

inF.d 1 


'rwis t' 


bluin' 


High back ivended short vowel [u] Va . 
Lower front high unrounded short vowel [l]. 


ujk 

'inside' 

uv 

’saliva’ 


vir 

' release' 

jlv 

’life' 
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uJr. 

'height' 


dig! 


'moon ' 


High back rounded short vowel lu] V» , 
Lover back high rounded short vowel [U]. 


up 

’ salt' 

ug 

'plough' 

njirk 

'kitchen' 


pUj 

' tiger 1 

bllgi: r 
'flute' 

kUlg 

'shake up’ 


High back rounded short vowel [u] Vs. 
higher front mid unrounded short vowel (ej 


un 

’drink' 

ulk 

'inside' 


uj 

' shuip' 


en 

'count' 

'writing 

ejn 

'whence' 


High back rounded short vowel [u] Vs 
Higher back mid rounded short vowel [o] 


' plough' 
ub 

' svre 11 1 

'east' 


og 

'be desire for* 
obi: 

' together' 

o^a: c 
’help' 


High back rounded short vowel [uj Vs. 
Lower front mid unrounded short vowel [e]. 
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unyp 

1 thought' 
uk 

1 enter 1 

mini 

'height' 

High back rounded 
back mid rounded short 
ut 

'be bo r n' 

ug 

1 p l i.mgli 
un 

’drink* 


I>ES 

’smoke 1 
nitg 

' smear 1 
bL In 

's tren^th ' 

short vowel [uj Va. lower 
vowel [r>] 

{oLn 

'toolish man‘ 

rn.ig 
' son' 

k?n i 

'short woman’ 


Lower high front unrounded short vowel [Ij 
Vs. Lover high back rounded short vowel III. 


mind 1 uUnU 

'before ‘go forward* 


nil mlirp 

'stand’ 'twist (hand)' 


kTv 
' car' 


kUy 

‘pit ' 


Lower lugh fiuut unrounded s'rort vow* i ( I ] 
Vs. Higher wid front unrounded short vowel [«]. 

£ln en 

’eat* 'coun t' 


nln 

'you (pi.)' 


endv 

'which day' 
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ell eel 

'branch of tree’ 'water boiled tor 

cooking rice' 

Laver high front unrounded short vowel [l] 
Lower mid front unrounded short vowel [E] 


jlv 

'life' 

vlr 

« 

1 release' 

gllya: tan 
'festival game' 


jErv 

'plaited hair 

vEr I 
'linger' 

'mockary' 


Lower high back rounded short vowel [U] Vs. 
iigher mid front unrounded short vowel [e]. 


pin 

el 

'grass' 

'leaf' 

ml/rig 

erikr 

'kiss’ 

’why' 

tuj 

ejn 

' lip' 

'whence 


Lower high back rounded short vovel [U] Vs. 
Higher mid back rounded short vowel [o]. 


pUri oppgyn 

'acre' ' pi&> boar' 


nalJdkn onba;d 

'old n»nn 'nine' 


kUd lmJ 

'bundle' 'kick' 


Lower high back rounded short vowel [U] Vs. 
Lower mid front unrounded short vowel [t]. 
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pile pEr 

1 marines a 1 1 load ' 

klldl raF.dl 

'front room in ’brain' 

house' 

gUmn vEl 

1 ovl 1 'truth' 


Lover high hack rounded short vwc l (IT J Vs. 
Lover raid back rounded short vowel [a]. 


pl r c poy 

'madness' 'lie' 

milk. in ok 

'great effort' 'child' 

LUku;r tjfa 

Tall asleep ’hati$ T 


whilc talking ' 


Higher mid l root unrounded short vowel fe] 
Vs. Higher mid back rounded short vowel [o]. 


embAt orabmd 

'eighty' 'nine' 


ed 

'which thing' 

elka: 1 
'kilichen ' 


ad 

'one' 
oik 

'winnow' 


Vs. 


Higher mid front unrounded short vowel [e] 
Lower mid front unrounded short vowel M. 


el 

'leaf 

erv 

'flv' 


cElv 

'expenses 

kEr 
1 ruin' 
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erg tEir 

'bring dawn' 'choose' 


Higher mid front unrounded short vowel [e] 
Vs. Lower mid hack rounded short vowel £o]. 
e)t 

'writing' 'well' 

et ota:c 

'which direction 1 'help' 


«*n on t gy ii 

'oil' ‘pig. boar’ 


Lower mid front unrounded short vowel [t) 
Higher mid back rounded short vowel [o]. 


n£tt 

'blood' 

bEtn 

'strong man' 

* 

tEt 

'cattle stray 
from herd' 


ota: c 

’help' 

'paste/attack' 
od 

' one ' 


Lower mid front unrounded short vnwel [Ej 
V#. Lower High mid back rounded short vowel [ 3 ). 


mlidl 

'brain' 


b?i»ba: r 

'festival game' 


kEpAk kor 

'frog 1 'give' 


cEb 

'sure in the 
mouth’ 


cnpni:r 
'dream' 


Low open central short vowel [aj Vs. Lower 
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mid back unrounded 

agAlw 
'width 1 

tldmUg 
'bow down' 

awn 

’like that ' 


shore vowel [;\]. 

(And 

'male.' 

bAndv 

l F 

'cattle 1 
cAn 

•finish 1 


Lower mid back unrounded short vowel [a] Vs. 
Lover mid b.u.k tounded short vowel f^l. 


d^ir doAnd 

'European 1 'fighc' 

kAr 

'give' 'build' 

bodb dn bAja:nn 

'noise produced 'Ooty' 
while pouring 
water' 


High front unrounded short vowel f L1 Vs. 
High front unrounded long vowel [i:J. 


Lr 

'beat 1 
ib 

'iron' 


in 

I 


say 


'blow' 

i:p 

'fly' 

i: n 

give birth 
(animal)' 


Lower high front unrounded abort vowel [ij 

Vs. High front unrounded long vowel [i:]. 

min 
' shim* 


I 


mi : r 
'hair 1 
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iln 

t i: r 


'eat' 

1 deride' 


dlgl 

di:rgn 


'noon 1 

’cleverness' 


High back rounded 

short vowel [ul Vs. High 

back 

rounded long vowel 

[»:]. 


U|> 

u: v 


‘aalL' 

’spit ’ 


ut 

u: t 


'east 1 

'fix in ground' 


un 

u:n 


’drink* 

'this man' 


uli: k 

u: 1 


'kitchen * 

'this woman' 


Lower high back, rounded shore vowel [ll] Vs. 

High 

back rounded long 

vowe1 [u:]. 


|>Uj 

pu: j 


1 tiger' 

'worship' 


gVbl 

gu:r 


1 c rovd' 

'nes t' 


r&Tnd 

mu: nd 


'cloth' 

' three' 


Higher mid front unrounded short vowel [e] 

Vs. Higher nid front unrounded long vowel [e:]. 


Q 1 

e: lv 


' leaf 

'affair' 





'eight' 

'load up' 


chkr 

' e: ng 


’ why' 

1 languish ' 
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Lower mid front 

unrounded short vowel 

[E] 

Vs. Higher mid front 

unrounded long vowel 

t« ] . 

cKb 

ce * r 


1 aores' 

1 join, arrive' 


nErr 

ne: r 


’blood' 

’yesterday' 


pEg 

p«: r 


1 smoke' 

'name’ 


Higher oid back. 

rounded short vowel [i 

o] Vs 

Higher mid back rounded long vowel [o:]. 


od 

o: d 


'kick 1 

'read 1 


og 

og 


'desired for' 

‘go ' 


o la; ki 

o: 1 a ; r 


'well' 

’haul’ 



Lwcr mid back rounded short vow*?J [:>] Vb . 
Hid back rounded long vowel [o:]. 


pov 

po: r 

'lie' 

1 fight' 

ko l 

gu; r 

' clarinet 1 

'wail* 

) J i r 

jo: ly 

'plaited hair' 

'affair 


Low open central short vowel fa] Vk. Low 
open central long vowel fa:]. 


a c 

1 cook 


a: r 
'piny 


1 


I 
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a J v 


a: | 

’measure 1 


1 h 11 s h n ti d 1 

a bin 


«: p 

’Badaga festival' 

'stake, peji' 

Lower mid back unrounded shorr vowel (a) 

Low open central 

Ion* 

vove 1 (a: 1 . 

icAr 


k a 1 1 

'bui 1 d' 


' lug ’ 

mAn 


ma 1 

'sand* 


'cerenonial friend' 

cAm 


ca.yrn 

'finish' 


• ' thousand . 1 

High Iront 

unrounded long vowel [i:] Vh. 

Hign back rounded loaf* 

vovel (u:]. 

i: n 


u: n 

'give birth 


' Lius man ' 

(.ini mn 1 )' 



i: k 


u kc 

'here' 


'cause to slide down' 

ci: r 


cu- r 

* louse' 


'heat' 

t»i: n 


mu nd 

'fish' 


' three' 

Hi£h front 

unrounded locij; vowel [ i: ] Vs. 

igher nid front 

unrounded loaf? vowel [el]. 

i: p 


e: p.\ j 

’fly' 


'small wall lizard 

i: r 


g: r 

' two 1 


'bull' 
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k i: rm 
1 monsoon' 


ke: r 
■ 

'ruin 


I 


vi : 1 vc: r 

'sunshine' 'root ' 


High back rounded long vowel [u:] Vs. Higher 

raid front unrounded long vowel [e: ] . 

u: r c:r 

'nail' 'bull' 

u:1 e: 1 v 

4 

’this vonan' 'affair' 

mu: 1 me: 1 

'direction' 'another' 


nu: r ne:r 

'hundred' 'yesterday' 


gu: Ly du:ly 

'stud bull' 'burial ground' 


High back rounded long vowel [u.] V*. Higher 

raid back rounded long vowel [o:]. 

u: r o: r 

• ■ 


'central parting 
of hair* 

'run' 

u: ] 

o: la: r 
• • 

'this woman ’ 

' h aw l ' 

bu: ira 

so: j.m 

'earth' 

'God' 

mu: 1 

mo: 1 

'direction' 

'daughter’ 


Higher raid front unrounded long vowel [e:] 
Vs. Higher mid back rounded long vowel [a:]. 
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e: d o: d 

'diive away' 'read' 

e : lk o:1 

'whence’ 'leaf' 


«:t o:t 

load up’ 'charm' 


pe:r po:r 

'name * 'fight* 


8 e : il 

'innck' 


go. lm 

* appearance' 


High front, unrounded non-sy1labic vowel [i] 

Vs. Lower high front unrounded syllabic vowel (r>] . 

pair pU 

'powder* 'foud' 


kA i r kA r 

'bit.' 'build' 


High front unrounded non-syliable vowel [ij 
Vs. Voiced palatal serai-vowel [Y1. 


* pAin 
' dews * 

• • 

C .U 

1 rat' 

High back rounded 
High buck rounded ayLL<: 
kAyl 

1 edible root 1 

<Ji»: yti 
1 froddes s ' 

High back rounded 


pAnyn 

'panya man' 
pAv 

'hou8e 1 

non-ay1labic vowel fu] Vb. 
bic short vavel [u], 

up 

'salt ' 
u Jk 

'in* ide ' 

non-syllabic vowel fu] Vs. 
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Lower high bark rounded syllabic vowel [UJ. 

|a:yka:m £l*r 

'one who performs 'shoot* 
funeral ceremonies' 

kliur klly 

'deaf' 'pit* 

High back rounded non-syllabic vowel (u 
Voiced labio-dental fricalive (v]. 


nu'vny e: urn 

* treasury 1 

ka: yl 
‘guard * 

4.2. Consonants 

Voiceless bilabial 
bilabial stop lb]. 

pin 

1 grass 1 

p£d 
'wife' 

ko: pn 

* anger' 

old pn 

' confusion 

ke: p 
'send* 

vEl p 
’ light 1 

Voiceless bilabia 
labio-den:a l fricative 


va: 

1 come * 

lAvu:ny 
'youth ' 


stop [p] Vs. Voiced 

bllrn 

'quickly' 
bb Ini 

'strength ' 

korbo:m 

* 

l • • i ' I 

will give - we 
obi: 

together ’ 
kob 

'branch of tree* 

pa: b 
'snake' 

stop [p] Vs. Voiced 

M-. 


Va. 
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he Im 

vErj* i: in 

'strength 1 

'nakedness' 

bAndv 
• ■ 

vEil 

'cuttle’ 

' 81 lver ' 

auto ■ gn 

tlnvtj:lm 

'experience' 

'platform in house' 

pa: b 

ta: v 

’snake ' 

^deoth' 

ub 

uv 

’swell' 

'apit' 

Voiced bilabial 

sLop lb] Vs. Voiced iabio- 

dental fricative [v]. 


bEltn 

vfcrKi: i» 

'atrangth' 

'nakedness' 

bAn^v 

vEil 

A T 

•cattle' 

’silver’ 

anbo Km 

tlnvu:lm 

'experience ' 

platform in house' 

pa: b 

ta: v 

’ snake.' 

'death' 

ub 

uv 

’swell’ 

'apit * 

Voiceless dental 

8top [t_] Vs Voiced dental 

atop Isj]. 


tin 

dlgl 

'eat 1 

'nnnth' 

to: 1 

du: ly 

7 skin’ 

'burial ground' 

pAt>*u: 1 

pAdna: np 

’personal name* 

'fourteen' 

• 
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11 

'TiiU wav' 
n.A : rU 

Voiceless denLal 
fttrotl ft s rop [t] . 
tAr 

' knack ' 
ti: 

I • • 

g iv» 
anlk 

'that «uch 

ea: t, i m 

1 mro logy' 

it 

'chi j vay' 
po. I 

' t lish' 

Vo icel*s e dental 

rttrofltx stop [d] 

antAnn 

' cross cousin' 

rtr.i: f 

•htlp’ 

* i r 

'writing' 

£ 

' c)iana' 


id 

'tins fliirnt' 

mo rt«i 
'face* 

a Lop [l] V*. Vi»i cdlrxt 

t »*A l n i n 

I . ■ * ^ I 

i ramnig 

Li: 

’ tc.r 

i s pa 

Liking 

a: tta 

'pisy' 

a 

It 

‘beaten' 

pU 

' t OOd ' 

8 t Op 111 Voiced 

and <o: 

' pi licked - lit 

<»d n 

'b. ' 

M l ] r d 

'roliec up as war ' 

6~>4 


Voiceless dental stop [t] V* Voiced 
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retroflex flap f r] . 

»Ul£o:t 1 
’lizard' 

P 11la t« 
'ni*clu*f' 

it 

' I ln» way' 

po. t 
'Iio*h' 

Voiceless dental 
alwejlar atop ftJ. 
jrLn 

'mcani ng ' 
et 

'which may' 

is. nr 
* 1 anguap.e 

Voiceless dental 
alveolar atop fd]. 

a D* k 

'that Much* 
eiitk. 

’ how ou^h 1 

ntd ni 
’ lan^uafte 1 

at 

'that way * 


vc; ra: 

'not needed' 

port 

'Sim' 

ir 

'beat * 

*«*• r 

'wall' 

stop [t] Vs. Voiceless 
atpi: 

'climbed - you l* £. ) 

pAt«’ di: 

'do not seize' 

pAtfta: 1 

' pc nun a 1 name 
3lop (lj Vs. Voiced 

a inly 

'that day ' 
endy 

'which day ' 

B'H no 
1 t In r#*»' 

oil 

I _ I 

one 


Voiced dental stop [d] V*. Voiceless 
alveolar slop [L 1 . 
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odpi m 

'kicked - you (.piJ' 

pAdna: rv. 

'fourteen' 

Voiced dental slop 
stop [dJ. 

udk 

'Indian sarapur' 

kllda; y 
' axe * 

od 

'kick* 

orb.i: d 
'nine ' 

Voiced dental atop 

retroflex stop [L]. 

de: rv 
~God 1 

dair 

' European' 

pAndi:gm 
’contest 1 

adn 

’that thing' 
pi d 

'liver’ 
id 

'this thing' 

Voiced dental atop 


a L p i: m 

1 cl imbed - von (pi. )' 

Vf: tn 

' root (acc.) 1 

[d] V». V oiced alveolar 


andy 

'that day' 
i ndr: 1 

'thiy day evening* 
od 

' one ' 

mu: nd 
'three' 

[d] Vs. Voiceless 

trAinln 
'training‘ 

ti: 

'tea ' 

poti 

'foolish woman' 

lilt . 

'raised plat form in 
inner house' 

pit 

* food' 

Lt 

’beaten' 

[d] Vs. Voiced retroflex 
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stop [d]. 

Hi Ed I 
'bruin' 

kAyrdAl 

'p1 nee name 1 

orbn:d 
'nine' 

mo: nd 
'face' 

Voiced dental stop 
flap [r). 
uda 

'height 1 
udk 

1 Indian saznpur ' 
id 

'thifi thing' 
ed 

'vliich thing' 


kUdl 

'room in house' 

kArdi 
'bear' 

u:arid 
'listen' 

dAud 

'fight' 

(d) V*. Voiced retroflex 


cm 

'place' 

arkm 

'obedience ' 
ir 

'beat * 
ar 

1 cook' 


Voiceless alveolar stop [r] Va. Voiced 

alveolar stop [dj. 

atpi:m idpi:m 

'climbed - you(pL/ 'said - you (pi.)' 


pAtbe: n 

'will seize - 1 

i t 

'this way' 
ct 

'which way' 


ande: 1 

'that day evening' 
id 

'said' 

eid 
' rwo* 
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Voiceless a 1 vcu 1 «r 
retroflex atop [t] 

na: Cm 

'smell' 

kr ie t 
'Christ' 

Voiceless alveolar 

retroflex stop [d] . 

na lr 
' stre 11 ' 

at 

'that way* 
e : L 

* load up’ 

Voiced alveolar 
retroflex stop [t]. 
indy 

' tudwy' 

CAdko: 

'gave - fie' 

id 

'xaid ' 

mu: nd 
'three‘ 

Voiced alveolar 
retro!lex stop (d ] . 

endy 

‘which dav ’ 


atop (C] Vs. Voiceless 


a: tn> 

’piay * 

ck/iut 
'scout' 

stop Ij.) Vs. Voiced 


a: rro 
’play' 

ar 

'cook* 

ke: r 

'ruin' 

4 

atop [d] Vs. Voiceless 

m\ r p A t is 
'nuain' 

pA t ko 

'lied down' 

• 

it 

' b*:i t en ' 

l An l 

* • 

’carrying pad’ 
stop [d| Vi. Voiced 


mKd 1 

t 

'dull wcwnnn ' 
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oJ 

1 one ' 

mu: iul 

1 three 1 


(i oj 
'bin ' 

dAr.d 

Visin' 


Voiced alveolar stop [d] V*. Voiced reLro- 

flex flap (r] . 

andy ark 

'that day' 'subdue' 


vAdko 

' canie ■ he' 
id 

'said' 

e jd 

' two' 

od 

1 one 1 


vArv 

a 

1 poverty ' 
ir 

'beat' 

kEr 

I 1 • 

rum 

k3r 

• 

r l 

Kive 


Voiceless retroflex stop [t] Vs. Voiced 

retroflex Atop [dl. 

pIt pE^ 

'food' 'wife' 


pn t i 

1 Too 1 i sii woiaJn ' 


odo: 

' is/v.is ’ 


ry 

1 temp le ’ 


'barten man’ 


kAt dbd 

'built 1 'big' 


Voiceless retroflex atop It] Vs. Voiced 
retrof1 ex flap [r]. 
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is tm 

1 liking ’ 

cm 

• 

' place ' 

kU tc vr 
• 

'use less 1 

ktyr 

'deaf' 

c amc 

«■ • 

'carrying pud' 

»T 

'beat 1 

Pit 



f ood 1 1 aboot’ 




ank 
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an* 

1 s uppressb 1 

1 lower check' 

ta: nk 

t^rg 

' support ' 

'hang ' 

Voiceless velar 

stop [k] V 8 . Voiceless 

affricate [c]. 

\u\y 

eAm 

’hand 1 

'finish' 

ki: r 

ci : rm 

'loose bolt onus d 

* 'big' 

kU k i : r 

t lega : r 

'sit ' 

'place name' 

nEkl 

nil c [ 

1 shadow 1 

'mouth part of man' 

mu . li 

pi: c 

'nose ' 

' cat ' 

ujk 

u : ra:lc 

' inside ' 

'Ir n 1 a voma n ’ 

Voiceless volar 

stop [kj Vs. Voiced affri- 

cate (j]‘. 

ka: 1 

j a! m 

'Ug' 

'time' 

ke: r 

j 1 n t a: rra 

’street' 

'daily' 

akn 

Ljn 

’ elder s istcr ' 

'this time ' 

ini’ d k n 

gCdjl 

'old man’ 

’room in house' 

ante 

anj 

' suppress ' 

’five' 



122/PHONETIC DRILLS 


Voiced velar stop [g] Vs. Voiceless aflri 
cate fc] 
ell 

'branch of tree' 


cAin 

'finish’ 
wo: in 

'deceiveness * 

kAncn 
'dream' 

pi; c 

' cat' 

elmlc 
1 1 inie' 

Voiced veLar atop 

m. 

go: Itn 

'appearance' 

Kllya: lir 
'festival game' 

a-But r 

'collect' 

na; tiK® : c 
'four women' 

o:r 

V 

mK I g 

'chillies' 

Voiceless affricate 
cate [j]. 


gEv 

'pity' 

gApd 

'male* 

clo:gm 
'proverb' 

pAndi fim 
'con teaL' 

' sowke' 

UK 

'plough' 

[el Vs . Voiced sf fricat 

jam 
’ cimo ' 

j I L t a :rw 
'doily' 

Un jn:m 

'early morning' 

bA j a : rm 
'OoLy' 

vet i 

'thatch' 

ku j 
'wage' 

tc] Vs. Voiced a t f ri- 
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ja: m 

'finish 1 

'night' 

ell 

jlv 

'branch of tree' 

’life' 

kU tcllvr 

KUdji 

'use less 1 

'room in the house 1 

ant 

anj 

’preys' 

'five' 

ejmlc 

vlj 

'lemon' 

'vulture' 

Voiceless affricate 

r [c] Vs. Voiceless 

alveolar groove! friedtc 


cc : r 

so: r 

'arrive' 

' dove' 

ell 

sopni : r 

'branch of tree' 

' drear*' 

cEg 


' vfl rm t h' 

'prostitute 1 

Voiceless affricate 

fc] Vs. Voiceless 

retroflex groove fricative [s]. 

ucr 


* life* 

'liking' 

kl ^cHvr 

kAstin 

'useless 1 

*t rouble' 

uncork 

nA$ 

'little' 

'loss 1 

Voiceless affricate 

[cj Vs. Voiced alveolar 

groove fricative [ 2 ] 

• 

cEg 

*»ir 

'warmth 1 

'pLait of hair' 
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c i; rrc 
'W 

cAan 

' finish' 

Voiced affricate 

groove fricative [s]. 

jlv 

'life' 

jAnni 

'people' 

Voiced affricate 

groove frieste [£J. 

jllca:rm 

'dally' 

ja: rm 
'night ’ 

Voiced affricate 

flex groove fricative 

bAja:rm 
'Ooty' 

• i 

ljn 

'this time* 

o j a: c 


zo: ly 
'affair' 

' carefulness, cleverness 
[j] Vs. Voiceless alveolar 

ssndm 
1 relative' 

no: r 
'dove' 

[ji Vs. Voiced alveolar 

'plait of hair' 

zo: ly 
•affair' 

w Vs. Voiceless retro- 

i?]- 

nAs tni 

'loss' 

if tm 
' iiking' 

kAs t 01 
* trouble’ 


'single woman 

Voiceless alveolar groove fricative (s) Vs 

Voiced alveolar groove fricative fz]. 

sondm zair 

'relative' 'plait of hair’ 
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so: r zo: ly 

' dove ' 'affair' 


Voiceless alveolar groove fricative [a] Vs. 
Voiceless reLroflex groove fricative* [a]. 


so p 

istni 

'Indian sampur' 

' liking ' 

s.ipni : r 

kA? £in 

'dream 1 

' trouble ' 

ia:r 

nAs tin 

' dove ' 

1 loss 1 

Voiced alveolar 

• 

groove frientive (e ) 

Voiceless retroflex 

groove fricative [s ] . 

2t;ir 

1st III 

• m 

' p lai r of hair ' 

' liking’ 

zo: ly 

nAa tin 

• a 

'affair* 

' loss ' 


kAs tan 

• m 

' carefulness/ 

' trouble ' 

cleverness ' 


Voiced bilabial 

nasal [m] Vs. Voiceil 

ilveolsr naval [n] . 


ni : r 

n i : r 

'hair' 

*urat*?r ' 

tn a : v 

nary 

•deer’ 

' do* ' 

na ruin 

va ' ni'i 

' uncle* 

1 fikv ' 

0 

amp 

ns : nz 

1 suppress ' 

1 f nur ’ 
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im in 

'btillalo' 'say* 


a m 


Voiced bilabial 


a: n 

’elephant' 

nasal |ra] V* . Voiced denial 


twy ul [n] . 

corodu: rtn cAjnt 

I I 9 £ * I 

ocean (air 


wnk 

' puppress ’ 
a rmh Lt 

' Badager villuj; 


anl k 

‘that much' 

pAndi:gm 
' contest' 


Voiced bi lahi.il nasal fm] Va. Voiced retro- 


l lex nasal l?J. 

tAnt 

'carrying pad' 

kAnmag 
'woman with 
first child* 

inma: r 

'like thin' 

eit 

* our (vxcl. )' 

a : m 
' w« ' 

ca ‘ ui iu 
' thous and' 


tlnva:1m 

'platforv in house 1 

nAni ;g 
'plough 1 

o: ^tia: r 
'path ‘ 

en 

'count' 

■a n 

'rule' 

urn 

’rnI 1 up ' 


Voiced bilabial nasal [n] Vs. Voiced palatal 
nasal [n]. 
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rx*-‘ me 

nEn j 


' appoint. 1 

'hearL 1 


kAn*y 

kAn j 


' lo&S ' 

'brass 1 


kAnmoK 

onca:k 


'woman with 

' little' 


first child' 

Voiced bilabial 

nasal [m] Vs. Voiced 

velar 

nasal [ in ] 

aink 

anka:ri 


'suppress' 

'shop 1 


l» jniba: r 

l .Ttig 


'festival gaum' 

'hang ' 


em 

on 


1 our lexc1.1' 

'why 


im 

trA^nin 


'buffalo’ 

' t raining 1 


Voiced alveolar 

nasal [n] Vs. Voiced 

denta 1 

nasal [u] . 

Llinka:y 

kAundn 


1 coconut' 

'personal name' 


annul', r 

an tk 


1 like that ' 

'that much' 


ko:na r 

pAiul i : fcm 


'plain country' 

' CCl111 es t ' 


Voiced alveolar 

nasal (n) Vs. Voiced 

ret ro- 

flex nasal [n|. 

k<’j:npu t* 

ko: ntf,i: r 

• 

'strung snake 1 

'rainbow' 

• 
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va: nm 
'aky ' 

a • n 

T 

«*n 
1 my 1 

bll rn 

'quickly' 

Voiced alveolar 

pa lata 1 nasal [n]. 

anbo:gra 
'expei i enc*?' 

mu:nu:r 

' tlvr ee liundrrcl' 

va: nm 
' sky 1 


pEitm 
'corpse ’ 

a. n 

'role' 

cn 

'oil' 

urn 

'roll up 

nasal [n] Vs. Voiced 

oncti: k 
'little' 

■Ancn 
'man' 

ruAn | 

’cloud' 


Voiced alveolar nasal (n) Vs. Voiced velar 


nasa 1 [li] . 


mUn 1 v 

mUfiK 

’stretch out' 

’dive’ 

enm 

ehkr 

’how* 

’why ' 

en 

f*n 

'my ' 

'why* 

tern 

rrAj^nln 

' honey * 

'training' 


Voiced dental nasal [n] Vs. Voiced retro¬ 
flex nasal [n]. 

snndm jAvarny 

'relative' 'youth' 
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pAnm 

' f ft i r ' 

' monev ' 

0 

Voiced dental nasal (nl Vy. Voiced palatal 

nns.il [n] . 


kAjjndn 

kAncn 

'personal n.imo ' 

' dream' 

n.rnc 

mm mm 

mAnj. 

'1aiigua&c' 

'cloud' 

LAjj.nL 

'lair’ 

onca : k 

'little* 

Voiced dental nas.il In] Vs. Voiced velar 

nasal [n]. 


no: nd 

niUufc 

’face’ 

'diva' 

cAint 

la. iik 

1 i air 1 

1 support ' 

enLk 

enkr 

'how much' 

' why 1 

f 

nasal |n] Vs. Voiced 

Voiced retroflex 

p.ilata 1 nasa 1 [n] . 


cntyRn 

one a U 

'male pig' 

' little' 

ns:rpa:n 

nb'n i 

'bark' 

'heart ' 

jAva : ny 

mAn j 

' youth 1 

'cloud ' 

Voiced retroflex 

naa.il In] Vs. Voiced velar 

nasal [n]. 

■ 



lit)/PHONETIC DK1I.1.S 


Mnv.i: Im tang 

'platform in hou»e' 'liiing' 

inAn] mlfftg 

'Band' 'dive' 

mAnd nil ri|4 

'head' 'swallow' 


r*n eh 

' count' # 1 why 1 


un t r A i n I h 

• ^ 

'drink' 'traininB 1 


Voiced palatal nasal fn) Vs. Voiced velar 

nasal [h] 


mAncn 


' nun' 

'gwallow 

ani 

ah*;Is: pm 

'(car' 

' des i re' 

nEn i 

mil h^t 

'heart ' 

'dive 1 


Voiced alveolar 

retroflex deteral [ 1 ] 

v;j: Im 
"tail* 

bClm 

' s t reii£tti 1 
al 

'LhaL Lime’ 
mi; 1 

1 peacock' 

to: 1 
' skin' 


dater4*l fl] Vs Voiced 

va. 1 m 
'svurd' 

fit 

’ v r i t i i*i ; 1 

'cave' 

mi 1 
' m.i r row 1 

to; 1 

'upper arm' 
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Voiced alveolar late nil [l] Vs. Voiced 


alveolar trill | t ] . 

lu: bin 
'gain 1 

lo: gm 
'woI Id' 

bF.lw 

' s t retiR th' 
du; ly 

'burial ground' 

c l 

'leaf* 

nu: l 
' thread ' 

Voiced alveolar 
retroflex flap frl 
vAlki: 

'right hand’ 
pUl go 

1 boasting man' 
ka 1 

'clarinet' 

pa: 1 
'milk' 

a 1 

'that t i me ' 
Voiced retroflex 
ilveolar trill Ir]. 
u J.k 

'inside' 


rsk |a « 

•king' 

rEk 

' feather' 
bU t n 

'quickLy' 

du. i n 
'distance' 

er 
’up ‘ 

nu r 

'hundred 1 

lateral |l] Vs, Voiced 

nr km 

« 

' iihed ipnee ' 

port 

'Sun' 

k Jr 

'gUe' 

pa: r 

• • • 
sing 

«I 

1 cook' 

iutotal III Vi. Voiced 

urv 
’bodv' 
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kAln 

LErn 

'he-their ' 

'leave the company' 

a: 1 

a : r 

'husband' 

'nix' 

u: 1 

u: r 

'woman’ 

'nail 1 

»i: ] 

mi: r 

'marrow' 

'hair' 

Voiced retroflex 

lateral [1] V*. Voiced 

retroflex Llap [r). 

vE lk 

vArv 

• 

'become dawn' 

'poverty ’ 

u lk 

i 

eV k 

’insidc' 

'aubdue 1 

e:l 

• 

a-r 

'husband' 

'play* 

kc: 1 

ke: r 

1 ask' 

'ruin' 

mb' 1 

m(Jr 

* thorn' 

' touch 1 

Voiced alveolar 

trill (rj Vs. Voiced retro 

flex flop [rj. 

ar tm 

at* km 
• 

' nun in? ' 

' obed i encr*' 

ar 1 

°rl 

'trunk of body' 

' f ever' 

ar 

xr 

1 

'half' 

'cook' 

kEr 

ktr 

' tank' 

'apoi1’ 
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m3 jr 

'complain' 


P^T 
'powder 1 


Voiced alveolar trill [r] Vs. Voiceless 

alveolar stop [t]- 

carum narrri 

'thousand' 'smell' 

irl pAtbo:m 

'night' 'will catch - we' 

kEr tEt 

'tank' 7 cattle stray from herd' 


Voiced alveolar 

alveo lar stop [d] . 

u: ra: li 
'Irula nan' 

irkm 

'Tightness * 

u: r 

’village' 
or 

'one' 

'complaint' 


trill (r) Vs. Voiced 

bra:ndi 
1 iquor 

indy 
'' today ' 

bhj: nd 
'three' 

id 

■ 'said' 



Voiced labio-denCal fricative [vj Vs. 

Voiced palatal semi-vowel [y]. 

ulvi: pAnyn 

'inner house' 'panya man' 

'gllya:tm 
'festival game' 


vltva: im 
'difference' 
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SV 

ay 


'mother' 

' Lhasa/these' 


a: v 

La: v 


I _ 1 

COW 

T lock' 


kAfV 

gUry 


'cross' 

’temple' 


Voiced palatal 

senii-vowe L [y] V*. 

Voic*1 ess 

at fricate [c). 

pAnyn 

kAncn 


'panya man 

'dream' 


unyp 

roUc 1 


' thought 1 

'mouth purt of 

animal 

ku.iy j 

tno: cm 


'vow offered ro 

'deceivenes* ' 


Cod ' 

ko: y 

kU:c 


' lien' 

*ClflfcB' 


*Ury 

LA v A r c 


’ t emple' 

'kvjrumb.n woman 

1 

du: ly 

u: r a. 1 c 


'burial ground ' 

' 1 rtila wnouin ' 


Voiced palatal 

aerai-vowel Ty] Vs. 

Voiced 

affricate [j]. 

» 


i y a; t 

• i 

ijn 


'by tli is way' 

' now 1 


mAnye: yr» 

anja:c 


' l reasury ' 

'five women' 


e: y 

vc: j 


'seven' 

' thatch' 
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ko y 

kr>: | 

' hen 1 

'be asleep' 

p/.y 

p.\j 

'house' 

'pig' 

Voiced palatal se**i-vowc 1 [y ] V*. Voiced 

front high non-syllabic 

vowel [i 1 . 

pAnyn 

pA \ c e: um 
' madness ' 

'pany .1 man' 

ay a: r 

mA j,n 

'by that wav' 

' son' 

nny p 


’thought' 

' here ' 

ko:rvk 

ko : i tri 

'vow ollered to 
find' 

'God' 

Voiced fiont high 

non-ayilabic vowel fi] 

Voiced front lower high 

ay llabic vowel [l ] . 

pic 

p^ir 

'food' 

’powdei' 

kina:r 

• 

* e: il 

’KoLa village 1 

'mock 1 

ii In 

nU^l 

'youi ' 

'pinch' 

Voiced front high 

non-evllabic vowel [il 

* ft 1 

Voiced front high syllabic vowel fi]. 

ir 

nnVin 

m • 

' b u f f 3 1 o 1 

i _ __ l 

son 

id 

• • 
e JU 

'rat' 

'this thing' 
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i lma; rrn 
1 nigh t* 

i la: 

'not ’ 


raA^v 

'Hadaga man 1 
sn: im 

•co3' 


Voiced front high non-nyllabic vowel [i] Va. 
Voiced back high non-syllabic vowel [u] . 


so. im 
'Cod' 

m.\in 
' son' 

c.\jn 

'cold' 

ka: ik 
'crow’ 

' powder 


i‘a : uga: cm 
' leisurely' 

kAul 

'edible root' 
kA^ndn 

'personal name' 

k a; u 1 
'Kuard' 

ktur 
'deaf' 


Voiced back high non-syllabic vowel [u] Vs. 
Voiced labio-dentfll fricative (v). 


d<t:utl 

• m 

'Goddess' 

'edible root' 
ck/.u t 

m * 

'scout 


tInva:lm 

'platform in house 1 

jAva:ny 
'youth' 

u l v i : 

'inner house' 


Voiced back high non-syllabic vowel [u] Vs. 
Voiced back high syllabic vowel [uj. 


kAul 

'edible root' 

ca:uga:cm 
' leisurely' 


up 

'salt’ 

u|.i: k 
'kitchen' 
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k.T: u I 
'guard' 

kCur 

•dtaf* 

Voiced back, high 

Voiced back lower high 

kEur 
'dear ’ 

ka: ul 

A 

' guard' 

C 4 :uga :cm 

• I » I I 

leisurely 
LA yin dn 

'personal iioix . 4 ' 

ckAut 
' scout 1 

4.3. Clusters 

4.3.1. Vowel Clusters: 

Voiced back high 
bock high mid rounded 
muo 1 k 
muo k 

Voiced back U igh 
central low open vowel 


u: 1 

'tiiis woman' 

urv 

'body' 

non-sy1labic vowel (u] Vs. 

syllabic vowel tu]. 

klly 

'Pif 

•Ubl 

'sparrow' 
aUrn 

'roll up ' 
tU T 

' shoot ' 

dL'r 

1 touch 1 


rounded vowel [u] ♦ Voiced 
vowel (o]. 

'three njk neasure' 
'three o:k measure' 

rounded vowel [u] ♦ Voice 

w. 


■IUd C 


'thirty 1 
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4.3.2. Consonant Clusters: 

4.3.2.1. Initial Cluster a: 

Step Consonant + Trill Consonant : 

Voiceless bilabial stop [p] + Voiced 
alveolar trill [r]. 

pru:p 'evidence' 

pro:cArun 1 useful ness ' 

Voiced bilabial stop [b] «■ Voiced alveolar 
trill [ r] . 

bra.ndi *1iquor' 

Voiceless retroflex scop ft] ♦ Voiced 
alveolar trill [r] . 

t rAinTn 'training ’ 

Voiceless velar stop [ k] ♦ Voiced alveolar 
trill [r]. 

krlct 'Christ' 

Stop Consonant + Lateral Consonant : 

Voiceless velar stop [k] + Voiced alveolar 
lateral [l]. 

kla:c 'class' 

Voiced velar scop [g] ♦ Voiced alveolar 

lateral (l]. 

# 

glare ' g 1 ass 1 
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Affricate Consonant + Stop Consonant ; 

Voiceless affricate [c] + Voiceless velar 

slop M. 

cku:1 1 schoo1 1 

eka:IreLp 'scholarship' 

LkA^L 1 s cout 1 

Affricate Consonant + Lateral Consonant : 
Voiceless affricate [c] + Voiced alveolar 
1 ateral [1]. 

eloign 'proverb' 

■4.3.2,2. Medial Clusters: 

4.3.2.2.1. Two Consonant Clusters: 

Step + Fricative Consonant : 

Voiceless den ta1 stop [t] + Voiced labio¬ 
dental fricative [v]. 

vi^va:cni 'difference' 

Nasal -A Non-nasal (Oral) Consonant : 

Voiced bilabial nasal (n) ♦ Voiced bilabial 
stop [b] . 

bomba r a ritual game' 

Voiced bilabial nasal [raj ♦ Voiced dental 
S-top [ d ] 

cAradu:rm 'ocean' 

Voiced dental nasal In] ♦ Voiceless and 
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vr>ic»»d dental stops [t] and [ri] . 

jInta:rm ‘daily 1 

pAndiiKm 'contest' 

nv\ndi:rg 'sleeping mat* 

Voiced alveolar nasal [n] + Voiced bilabial 
btop [b]. 

unbo. giu 'experience' 

Voiced alveolar nasal [n] + Voiced alveolar 
stop [d]. 

inds:l 'this day evening' 

cnde:1 'which day evening' 

ande:1 'chat day evening' 

Voiced alveolar nasal |nj ♦ Voiced velar 
etop [g] . 

na nga;c 'lour women' 

Voiced alveolar nasal fnl + Voiceless velar 
stop [k]. 

tlnko: n 'let ua ent' 

Voiced palatal nasal [nj ♦ Voiceless and 
voiced affricates [c] and (j). 

arscaik 'little* 

anja: c 'live wi-mon' 

kAncn ’dronra’ 

‘ man' 


mAncn 
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Voiced retrollex nasal [n] + Voiceless 
dental stop It]. 

antAmn 'cross cousin' 

Voiced retroflex nasal 1 11 ] * Voiced retro¬ 
flex stop [d]. 

rn.“>ndi 'lane person' 

Voiced retroflex nasal (n) ♦ Voiced labio¬ 
dental groove fricative [v]. 

Lipva:lm 'platform in house 1 

Voiced retroflex nasal In] * Voiced palatal 
semi-vove1 (y). 

oAnyc:'Treasury' 

Voiced velar nasal |n] + Voiceless and 
voiced velar stops [k] and [g]. 

aiikari 'shop' 

a-nka:rn 'personal name' 

enkr 'vhy' 

cAA^air 'companion' 

Nasal * Nasal ConBovmt : 

Voiced alveolar nasal [n] + Voiced bilabl.il 

t 

ruis a 1 | m] . 


andU r 

' like 

ch-nt' 

t not 1 r 
• 

'like 

whot' 

i nmt!r 

'like 

this' 
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Z* 2 te 2 \i T + .Von-lateral Consonant : 

Voiced alveolar lateral [l] ♦ Voiceless 
dental stop [t]. 

j 11 ta: rni 'doily* 

Voiced alveolar lateral [l] ♦ Voiceless and 
voiced velar stops (kj and [g] . 

elka:1 'kitchen' 

pUlgi 'boasting woman' 

Voiced alveolar lateral (1] * Voiced 
bilabial nasal [ns] . 

pA ima : rrn ' day t ime ' 

Voiced alveolar lateral Ll] ♦ Voiced labio- 
dental groove fricarive [v] 

no:l vA t * fourty' 

Voiced retroflex lateral [l] ♦ Voired 
bilabja 1 stop [b]. 

a:lblda:ltn husband and wife' 

• • • 

Voiced retroflex lateral (l) ♦ Voireless 
and voiced velar stops [k] and [g] . 

alka r 'b<* 1 atigue 1 

• • 

ml 11 go" t i "lizard* 

Voiced retroflex lateral (l] ♦ Voiceless 
affricate [c) 

vAjcu:ryn 'circle' 
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Voiced iclxoflex lateral [l] ♦ Voiced 
bilabial nasal [m]. 

iJeia: rm 'night' 

Trill A Non-trill Consonant : 

Voiced alveolar trill |r] ♦ Voiced velar 
slop Ik ]. 

vcrgi:m 'nakedness' 

Voiced alveolar trill fr] ♦ Voiced retroflex 
atop [d]. 

kArd i 1 bear 1 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiced bilabial 
iUDjI (mJ . 

armbEt 'Badaga village' 

Voiced alveolar trill |r) ♦ Voiced retroflex 
nasal [nj. 

na:t^a'n 'bark' 

Flap + Non-flap Consonant : 

Voiced retroflex flap [r] ■+• Voiceless velar 
stop (k). 

erkAy ’loll hand' 

4.3.2.2.2. Three Consonant Clusters: 

Voiced dental stop [d] ♦ Voiced alveolar 
ruisol In] ♦ Voiceles* velar stop [k] . 

idnka:ry 'for this/becauee of this' 
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cdnka:ry ’for that/becauae of that 1 
adnka: ry 'for that/because of that' 

Voiced velar atop (kJ ♦ Voicec alveolar 
lateral [1] *■ Voiced 1 abio-dental xrouve frica¬ 
tive [v] , 

tUglvarm 'Thursday' 

Voiced velar stop [n] ♦ Voiced velar atop 
[ft] ♦ Voiced alveolar lateral [lj. 

angla:pta 'desire* 

Voiced alveolar lateral [l] ♦ Voiced 
alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiceless affricate (c|. 

C'ka:lrdp ' scholarship ’ 

« 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] + Voiceless biLa- 
bial stop [p] ♦ Voiceless retroflex atop [;]. 
kArp^i 'jaggery' 

Voiced retroflex flap [rj + Voiced paLatal 
semi-vowel [y] 4 Voiceless velar stop (k] . 
gUrykAt 'funeral car' 

4.3.2.2.3. Four Consonant Clusters: 

Voiced retroflex atop (d) ♦ Voiced affri¬ 
cate [jj ♦ Voiced alveolar lateral (l) ♦ Voiced 
lnbio-dcntal fricative [v|. 


klJd jva: 1 


'backyard door' 
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4.3.2.3. Pinal Cluatera: 

4.3.2.3.1. Two Consonant Clusters: 

Voiceless bilabial stop [p ] * Voiced bila¬ 

bial nasal [m]. 

pa:pm 'sin* 

Voiced bilabial atop [b] + Voicec hiiabial 

nasal (m|. 

abm 'Badag.ii festival' 

la: bin 'gain' 

Voiced bilabial atop [b] * Voicec alveolar 
lateral [1]. 

sUbi 'sparrow' 

Voiced velar atop [g] + Voiced retroflex 
latera 1 [ 1]. 

gUbl 'crowd' 

Voiceless velar stop [k] * Voiced alveolar 
lateral [1]. 

kAkl 'vomit' 

nEkl 1 shadow' 

Voiced dental stop [d] + Voiceless velar 
stop fk 1 . 

udk • 'Indian $/inpur' 

Voiced dental stop (dj + Voiced bilabial 
nasal [m], 

udra 


'height' 
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Voiced dental stop [d] + Voiced alveolar 
nusu 1 f n]. 

idn ‘chin thing* 

edn ’which' 

adn , , 

that thing 

Voiceless alveolar stop [t] ♦ Voiced bila¬ 
bial nasal [n]. 

no In ' time 11 ' 

Voiceless retroflex stop ft) ♦ Voiceless 
dental stop [l] , 

att 'platform inside the 

house for storing things 

Voiceless retroflex stop ft) + Voiced 
bi labial nasal [>n] . 

a:t» 'play' 

Voiceless retroflex stop Lt-J + Voiced 
alveolar nasal |n]. 

pofn 'he-fool* 

Voiceless retroflex stop [f] + Voiced 
alveolar lateral [1J. 

kAtl 'cot' 

Voiced retroflex stop (<J) + Voiced alveolar 
nasal [n]. 

godn 


’barren man* 
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Voiced retroflex stop fd] ♦ Voiced retroflex 
lateral [l). 

kUdl 'front room in house' 

Voiceless velar atop [k] + Voiced bilabial 
nasal [m] . 

dllkm 'sorrow' 

Voiceless velar atop [k] ♦ Voiced alveolar 
nasal [n]. 

akn 'elder sister' 

Voiced velar stop [gj ♦ Voiced bilabial 
nasal [w]. 

# 

clo*. gni 'proverb' 

Voiceless affricaco [c] ♦ Voiced bilabial 
nasal (n]. 

mot an 'deceiveness ' 

Voiceless affricate fc) ♦ Voiced Rlveolar 
iwikh I [n] . 

da.rn 'personnl name' 

Voiceless affricate (c) * Voiced alveolar 

trill M- 

ecr 'water boiled for cooking' 

ucr 'life' 

Voiceless affricate [cj ♦ Voiced labio¬ 
dental groove fricative (v). 
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a:cv 'desire' 

Voiceless affricate [cl ♦ Voiceless velar 
stop |k] . 

pick 'twist by hand' 

Voiced affricate (J] ♦ Voiced bilabial 
nasal [m]. 

puijm ’worship' 

Voiced bilabial nasal (■] • Voiced bilabial 
slop [h]. 

3t»b ’ arrow' 

Voiced bilabial nasal [m] ♦ Voiceless retro- 
ilex a Lop [t] . 

tAiat 'carrying pad' 

Voiced bilabial naval [m] ♦ Voiceless and 
Voiced velar stops [k] and [g] . 

'suppress' 

asig 'suppress 1 

Voiced bilabial nasal [m] ♦ Voiceless 
Affricate [c]. 

ainc 'press' 

Voiced bilabial nasal [in] ♦ Voiced alveolar 
naval [n J . 

aan 'Goddess' 

1 uncle' 


ma: nn 
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Voiced dental nasal [n] ♦ Voiceless dental 
slop [l] . 

ma:nt 'language' 

Voiced dental nasal [n] * Voiced dental 
fltop [d]. 

mo:n d 'face* 

Voiced alveolar naa.il [nj ♦ Voiced alveolar 
atop [d] . 

mu: nd 1 three 1 

Voiced palatal nasal [n] ♦ Voicelesx and 
afTricate [c] . 

onea:k ‘little’ 

Voiced palatal nasal [n] ♦ Voiced affricate 

IJ] - 

anj ’five 1 

niAnj 'cloud 1 

Voiced retrot lex nanal [n] ♦ Voiceless and 
voiced retroflex stop ui. 

pLnt 'twist (wet cloth)' 

Voiced retroflex nasal [n] ♦ Voiced retro- / 
Ilex atop id], 

«\nd 'head' 

dAnd 'fight' 

Voiced retroflex nasal [n] + Voiceless 
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velar stop [k]. 

unk 'early morning’ 

Voiced retroflex nasal [n] + Voiced bilabial 
uaaa1 [m]. 

pEnm 'corpse' 

pAnra ‘money 1 

Voiced velar nasal [ri] + Voiceless velar 
slop [k]. 

ta:nk 'support' 

Voiced velar nasal [nJ + Voiced volar scop 

[*]. 

torig 'hang 1 

Voiced alveolar lateral [l] ♦ Voiceless 
bilabial s top [p]. 

v£lp 'light' 

Voiced alveolar lateral fl] ♦ Voiceless 
velar atop [k]. 

slk 'at that time' 

Voiced alveolar Lateral [l] ♦ Voiced bila¬ 
bial nasal [in] . 

agAlm 'width 1 

Voiced alveolar lateral [l] * Voiced labio¬ 
dental groove fricative IvJ. 


e: lv 


' affair 
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Voiced alveolar lateral rn + Voiced palatal 
scEii-vowel [y] . 

du;ly 'burial ground' 

Voiced retroflex lateral [l] * Voiceless 
denlj] stop til- 

e].t 'writing' 

Voiced retroflex lateral id + Voiceless 
ofl ricatc [c] . 

urrarlc 'lrula woman' 

Voiced retroflex lateral (l| ♦ Voiceless 
velar stop [k]. 

u|k 'inside' 

Voiced retroflex lateral []] ♦ Voiced bila¬ 
bial nasal [n). 

a: lm 1 depth' 

Voiced retroflex lateral l1J ♦ Voiced 
alveolar ii»sh1 [ n] . 

kAln 'he-theif 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiced bilabial 
stop [b]. 

irb 'ant' 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] + Voiceless 
ret roflex 9 top 1 1 ]. I 


p>rt 


'rolled up and down' 
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Voiced alveolar trill [r] * Voiced retroflex 
stop [d]. 

sUrd 'rolled up (ds oat)' 

Voiced alveolar trill Ir] ♦ Voiceles* velar 
stop [k]. 

irk 'tighten' 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiceless 
affrirare [c]. 

pArc 'low caste woman’ 

Voiced alveolar triLl (rl ♦ Voiced affri¬ 
cate [jl. 

orj 'rub’ 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] * Voiced bilabial 

nasal [si]. 

du: in ' d is tant e' 

pUdvairm 'Wednesday' 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiced alveolar 

nasal [n] . 

pArn 'low caste nan' 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiced retroflex 
na s a l [ n ] . 


urn 

• 

'roll' 

porn 
■ • 

'roll up and dovn 

sUrn 

'roll (.mat)' 
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Voiced alveolae trill (rl •*■ Voiced alveolar 
lateral [l). 

arl * fever' 

Voiced alveolar trill (rj + Voiced retro¬ 
flex lateral (11. 

irl 'night* 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiced labio¬ 
dental groove fricative [v]. 

urv ’body’ 

arv ’intelligence' 

Voiced retroflex flap [rl ♦ Voiceless velar 
atop [k] . 

ark 'subdue ' 

Voiced retroflex flap [r] ♦ Voiced velar 
»top [gj. 

arg subdue 1 

Voiced retroflex flap [r] ♦ Voiceless 
affricate [c] . 

kAvArc 'Kurunba caste man' 

Voiced retroflex flap [r] ♦ Voiced bilabial 
n.isn 1 [m J . 

a tin 


pn: pn 


1 p leu:*** danca 1 

'plain land for 
cultivation 1 
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Voiced retroflex flap fr] * Voiced aLveolar 
nasal [n1 . 

kAvArn 'Kurumba man' 

Voiced retroflex flap [r] + Voiced labio¬ 
dental groove fricative [vj. 

kArv 'cross' 

Voiced retroflex flap [rj *■ Voiced palatal 

sconi^vowel [y] . 

gUry ‘temple 1 

4,3.2.3,2. Three Consonant Clusters: 

Voiceless bilabial stop |p] ♦ Voiceless 
velar atop [k] ♦ Voiced alvoolnr nasal [nj . 

kLpkn 'a variety of bird' 

Voiceless dental stop [t] ♦ Voiced alveolar 
trill [r] ♦ Voiced bilabial nasal [m]. 

caitrm ‘astrology’ 

Voiced dental HLop {d] + Voiceless velar 
stop [k] + Voiced alveolar nasal [n]. 
ralTdUn 'old man * 

Voiceless retroflex stop [t] + Voiceless 
velar stop [k] + Voiced alveolar nasal n . 

■jAtkn 'co-brother' 

Voiceless retroflex stop (t] ♦ Voiced labio¬ 
dental h' roov< * fricative [vl + Voiced alveolar 
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jiafinl [n] . 

motvn ' lame nun 

Voiced retroflex slop [d] ♦ Voiced affri¬ 
cate [j| ♦ Voiced alveolar lateral [l] 

gUdjl 'room in the house' 

Voiceless retroflex groove fricative [s] 
/oiceless retroflex atop [l] + Voiced bilabial 
ins a L [in] . 

is to 'liking' 

kAstui trouble' 

# • 

Voiced retroflex lateral [l] * Voiced velar 
nas.il (n] ♦ Voiced velar atop [g] . 
p.-> [n& 1 tame 1 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiceless dental 
GtOp til + Voiced bilabial nacal [m]. 

artm ’meaning' 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ Voiced retro¬ 
flex atop [d] +■ Voiced alveolar nasal [n] . 
tlrdn 'he-thief' 

4 

Voiced alveolar trill |r] + Voiceless velar 

• • 

stop [k] + Voic*l«»s affricate (c). 

pArkc 'poor woman' 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] + Voiceless velar 
atop [k] ♦ Voiced bilabial nasal [m]. 
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orkin ‘ s 1 cep ' 

Voiced alveolar trill [r] ♦ VoiceLess velar 
scop |k] + Voiced alveolar nasal [n]. 

pArkn 'poor man' 

Voiced alveolar trill (r1 + Voiced retro¬ 
flex lateral [[) ♦ Voiceless affricate fc]. 
irjc 'myna* 

Voiced alveolar trill (r) ♦ Voiced palatal 
serai-vowel [y] ♦ Voiced bilabial nasal [m]. 
vAica:rym 'circle' 

Voiced dental nasal [nl + Voiced denial 
stop [d]. 

fiondm 'relative' 

Voiced alveolar nasal [nl ♦ Voiced palatal 
serai-vowel [y] ♦ Voiceless bilabial scop [pj. 

I 

unyp 'thought' 

Voiced polatal nasal [n] •* Voicelras affri¬ 
cate [c] ♦ Voiced alveolar nasal [n]. 
kAnrn 'dream' 

reonen 'man' 

Voiced retroflex nasal (n) ♦ Voiced pal.nt.il 
eemi-vovel [y] ♦ Voiceless affricate [c| 
pAnyc 'Pmiya woman 1 

Voiced retrpflex nasal [nl ♦ Voiced palatal 
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semi-vove 1 [y] * Voiced alwolur rtnr.nl [n] . 
pA^yn ' I'anya man' 

Voiced velar nasal (n) * Voiceless velar 
stop [k] + Voiced alveolar nns.il [n] . 

moirikn 'personal name' 

Voiced alveolar lateral [lj ♦ Voiced velar 
slop |k] + Voiced alveolar nasal [nj . 

pll lgn 'boasting man' 

Voiced retroflex lateral [1] ♦ Voiceless 
velar stop [k] ♦ Voiced bilabial nasal [m] . 
pAlkm 'habit 1 

vAlkn ‘ distort' 

Voiced retrollex flap [r] * Voiceless velar 
stop (k] ♦ Voiced bilabial nasal [m] . 

arkm 'obedience' 

4.3.2.3.3. Five Consonant Clusters: 

Voiced retroflex nasal [n] ♦ Voiceless 
retroflex stop [fl ♦ Voiced palatal semi-vowel 
[y] ♦ Voiced velar atop g * Voiced alveolar 

nasal [n]. 


ontygn 


'male pig' 
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hike* other Oravidun tribal language* Kota 
a I ho does rot have any script of its own. A few 
educated Kotas use the Tamil alphabet for writing 
Kota. But, it is not wide-spread. We shall 
disLuss how the Tamil alphabet could be modified 
for writing Kota. 

The vowels do not. pcse any problem but lor 
consonants additional symbols are needed. Kota 
huw voiced stops, chough the frequency is less. 
They may be represented hv a colon before 

Lhe symbol for the voiceless scop. For example, 
the /g/ may be represented ns /: /. It is pre¬ 
ferred to give the colon before the letter to 
signal voicing in left Lo right reading. The 
voiced retroflex flap ft! may be represented as 
/W the inverted symbol 'u' for /t/ in Tamil. 

The voiced affricate /j/ may be represented by 
the grantha letter 'W 1 wliich is also used in 
Tamil. 

There is another way also ro writ** tho 
voiced 81 op 3 following th« Tamil a 1lophanic rule 
The stops in Tamil generally are voiced between 
vowels but they do not renain stops Following 
this pattern, the symbol for the voiceless stop 
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cun be used with the vowel /u/ to represent the 
voiced stop Rut , the reader nust be instructed 
Uiat Lite vowel /u/ should not be pronounced, i.e. t 
the /u/ vowel is silent in reading- Moreover, 
the stop sliuuld not be f r iu tiv ized as in Tamil 
in the intervocalic position. There is another 
difficulty. Kota hs* many consonant clusters. 

The appearance ol /a/ will misuse visually this 
p.it t ern. 

A third way of representing the voiced stops 
is that the voiceless slop is represented by 
writing Lbe voiceless stop twice, while the 
voiced slop is represented by writing once - 
irrespective ol whether they occur alter a nasal 
consonant or not. Tli i « will increase the number 
of consonants in a cluster. Kor example, the 
three consonant clusters like. /jAtkn/ ’co- 
brother' will bciose rive consonant cluster. 

As suggested in the second paragraph. if is 
easier and more convenient rn represent the 
voiced stops by colon This way ol writing 

the voiced consonants is t1 ready in use in some 
Tamil journals This needs only one ample 
instruction to the reader 


' ' is used for /c/ though m T/uiil It is 
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pronounced as alveolar trill So instruct ion 
mes t bo given Lhnt it is pronounced as alveolar 
crop /1/ . 

The dental nasal (;ij occurs only before the 
dental stops, whereas the alveolar nasal /n/ 
occurs in all other positions. So only '4Dt ’ is 
used for both these sounds, ever, though it 
violates Tamil orthographic convention which 
does not permit 'OT' in initial position. 

In the word initini position, consonants 
like /p/, /b/, /t/ and /c/ occur with other 
consonants like /r/, /1 / .md /k/ turning 
clusters. The first tnemher ol the cluster may 
be narked with a dot above to indicate the purr 
consonant as in Tamil. For example, /clo:gm/ 

&G toil 'I (dill ’ pi o verb 1 , /cku-1/ ' school 1 etc . 

Similarly the other pure consonants in the 
clusters in medial or final positions may be 
marked following the Tamil convention. 

Vowel Phonemes 


Phoneme Grapheme Phonemic 

Word 

Meaning 

a av 


mother 

a: « a: v 


cow 

i 3? i lk 

^errcS 

now 


(Cort d.. . . ) 
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Phoneme 

Craphewe 

Rhonemir 

Word 

Moaning 

i : 


i : n 

ftrt 

sav 

m 

u 

fi- 

up 

D-U 

salt 

u: 

fiaOT 

u - n 

tHW6i r 

this Qian 

e 

rr 

en 

rrcrr 

ruv 

9 

« : 

SJ 

e: y 

«jtu 

seven 

o 

S> 

ol a: m 

e^fUTti} 

vc 11 

o: 

& 

o: a 

»•* 

*o 


Vowel Allograph® 


Itinneir* 

Cc upftenie 

A1 lo- 
graph 

Word 

Meunins 

a 

«*/ 


A«b 

a tone 

a: 


T 


leg 

i 

® 



ear 

a 

jl: 

w 


LiRT S^lALO 

contest. 

u 

®- 



tiger 



QP 

(ymrrtLl 

dress 



& 

&Jr- 

shoot 

u: 

fiflj 

u 


worship 




£p*ii ip 

three 




s$//fc'i>uj bur i al place 



A. 


wage 


(Com d.. . . ) 
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Phoneme Grapheme , Word Meaning 

graph 


e 

67 

a 

6Va 

f eather 

e: 


(2 


fores L 

0 


Q-rr 

Quit L_ StfT 

lie* Too 1 

o: 


C?-/r 

C<*mi 

hen 


Consonant Phonemes 


Phoneme 

Grapheme 

Phonemic 

trans- 
cription 

Word 

an i n>* 

Stop: 





P 

U 

pay 

ULU 

house 

b 

tu 

bu rn 

ji.ji/frir 

quickly 

t 

& 

fa: 


Give 

d 

1,S 

du: 1 y 

VgjfffUUJ 

burial place 

t 

tO 

na: Cm 

<mnyni> 

sinel 1 

d 


andu•1 


that day 





even iuy 

t 

« 

L_ 

ti : 

■ 


l tf/i 

d 

% 

»L_ 

rrand 

# < 


head 

k 

& 

kal 

dwii 

r conn 

& 


«ubl 

3 ^3 LI 60 

sparrow 

Affricate: 




c 

AF 

ca yk 

•JFffdll* 

rear 




(Contd ) 
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Plionea# 

Grapheme 

Phonemic 

trans¬ 
cript ion 

Word 

Meaning 

• 

J 


ja: m 


t ime 

Nasal: 





ra 

LA 

mo: l 

• 

C? LOJ &T 

ii laughter 

n 

CTT 

nay 

tiTl UJ 

ghee 

n 

«tor 

«n 

9 

rr 

oil 

n 


eh 

67 k) 

where 

Larern1: 





l 


pa: 1 

undo 

milk 

} 

err 

a: 1 

■ 


husband 

Trill; 




• 

r 

u 

a: r 


six 

Flap; 





V 

M 

r~ 

korm 

Qokir-ib 

pot 

Semi-vowel : 




V 

•u 

va: In 

MiTd'i b 

tail 

y 

UJ 

ta:y 

$niu 

lock 


[NOTE:~ Since the duo ter a in KLfta are very 

many and Tamil, uhoee script is modi¬ 
fied for Kota, doec not have many 
duolvra, ocrnpl^a of duotera in 
the modified script are given 
be Lou ), 
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Clusters 
Vowel Clusters. 


-ao- muolU. 

'tlirrr oik i«c«i8 ores' 


~uo:- muo:k 

' tluee ok, measures' 


~ua- laijut 

'thirLy 1 


Compliant Clusters: 


Initial Cluster* : 


pr- prorc.inui 

* use' 

mC*? fJf&Tth 

br- bra. nj|i 

' liquor' 

tuyrtiM’i 

f r- tr-aynih 

' training 

&juiwf,hj 

kr- krict 

'Christ' 

a.fjcb 

cl- clo:Km 

' proverb' 


ck- oku:1 

'flchoo 1 ' 


Medial Clusters : 



IVc! Consonant C:u$i*t'8 

-rnb- bumba. r _ 

'» ritual game' lOu»li(U»r 

-md- camdutrin 

' ocean' 


eihxgjiib 
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n r- 

nd- 

nb- 

nd- 

ng- 

ni“ 

nd- 

• i 

nv- 

py- 

uk” 

Qg- 


jinta:m 
'daily ' 

muudi :ik 

’mat ' 

anbo:gra 
'experience' 

inde: 1 

'today livening’ 

nt:ngu: c 
’four vor&en ' 

onea: k 
'little' 

aptairn 

'cross cousin' 

mondi 
iuUiC imjn' 

tinva:lm 
'platform in ho 

nijnyc; vu 

'treasury' 

Jtikd | i 
1 shop' 

cjnga: r 
'friend' 


gpttr&HJih 

c§*J fi&Tf (3 LI If I *ii) 

JgOTl 

&cin0{r<& 

c&itwr $uy&T 

QlTiTmi Lj 

« $ernsut&>tb 

5 Cr 

Lcsain 

s^rij^TrS 
y / 5 (a.t r~ 


nn> 



Ik- 

lg" 


enmur . . 

'like what’ *****<&*— 


Jilta:rra 

' laily * 


rIka: l 
'kitchen' 


*7£i>db.Ttib 


pulgi 

'boasting woman’ 



ioo/GRAPUEHIC REPRESENTATION 


-lv- 

tia: lvat 
'fyt Ly 1 

*07 

-lb- 

• 

a: 1 bic.i; lm 
• • • 

'husband and vife 


-1k- 

a]Va-f 

'be fatigue’ 


-lg- 

Riulgo: ti 

1 lizard' 


-1c- 

va l ca: ryin 
'circle' 

rush <? $ ,‘ni ild 

- 1m- 

• 

ilma: rn 
'night' 

^trr LD/T/iti) 

-rd- 

kardi 

’bear' 

<* •? 

" r K“ 

verg i: 

' nakednes s' 

(oWurr i dih 

-rra- 

armbeC 

' Badaga vi1lage' 

• 

-rn- 

nil. rn.i: n 

'bark’ 

tfbf n n w3T tj i 

-rit- 

erkay 

' ipf t hand' 

6T r~~ SULJ 

Three Carisona k : Cl us ter<* 


- dnk- 

adnka:ry 
'fur tbaf* 

r“u.j 

-glv- 

tuglva: rin 
’Thursday' 

ftjUhtb&iti’iiij 

-n*l- 

aiig 1 u • pm 
' desire' 


- lrc- 

cha:lrcip 
' scholarship' 
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-rpt- 

Uorpti 
' jaggery' 

dbT UU). 

i 

M 

?■* 

u • 

1 

gurykat 
'funeral car 1 


lcut Consonant Cluat*vx 


-d jiv- 

kudjlva:1 
'backyard dtx»r' 

0kLgig*i>«w£b 

Final Clusters : 


jL> o Ccvio&nant Cluatere 


-pm 

pa: pin 

1 sin 1 

urrutb 

-bn 

obwt 

' fas t i vj l' 

^>/JUL£i 

-bl 

cubl 

'sparrow' 

tfrlUbi) 

-bl 

• 

Rtibl 
’crowd' 

ifgfUllfb 

-kl 

K.ik 1 

• • . I 

von* i L 

a<*«u 

-dk 

udk 

' Indian uampur * 

s.^4, 

-dm 

udm 

' height' 

2-tfbLh 

-dn 

idn 



'this thing.’ 


- tn 

na; tm 



' smtil 1 ' 

ttnrpib 

-ft 

'pLatform inside 

house 1 

the 

— pj 



168/CKAPHLHIC REPRESENTATION 


-cn 

a: tm 

'play* 

pot n 

'lie-fool ’ 

QuiTLlfaT 


kat 1 

• -AC ' 

cot 


-4n 

ffodn 

'barren man' 

»QdWT|Ll«r 

-dl 

» • 

kudl 

* * 

'front. roou in the 
house' 

i&i tlcir 

-kin 

dukn 
’ sorrow 1 

I &I&ID 

-kn 

akn 

' £ ldrr si s ter' 


-gm 

eloign 
' proverb' 


-c® 

mo: cm 

' deceiveness' 

• 

G Lr.n^ib 

-cn 

da; cn 

'personal name' 

xj£/T^<.ar 

-cr 

uor 

It** 9 

' lire 

Q—&JJ 

“CV 

a; cv 

'desire' 


-Ck 

pick 

‘twist by band' 

iSaa 

-jm 

pul j™ 

'VOT5hip' 


-rab 

rab 

'arrow' 

rJ^LO i Li 
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-nt 

Lant 

'carrying pud* 

jStbtl 

-ink 

amk 

suppress 1 


-«*g 

fling 

' suppress' 


-rac 

ante 

'press 1 


-ran 

antn 

'f.ntld»»S9 ' 


~nt 

ma: nt 
' language' 

inn or $ 

-nd 

mo: nd 
’face’ 

Qinnekr^, 

-nd 

mu: nd 
'three' 

yxnifjb 

-nj 

roan j 

'cloud' 

pint 
'twist' 

LD^rr^ 

iSenrrtL 

• 

-n<# 

round 

'head' 

ld«wtlL 

-nk 

unk 

'early morning 

u_«*r* 

-nin 

• 

-nk 

pann 

'money r 

ta: hk 
'fluppu r t 1 

utfsini) 

-nj; 

tong 
'hang' 

Qfiniij idk 



170/ GR A PHKM IC K EP K t $ E VT A T 11>N 


“lp 

ve ip 
' li'ghr' 

Gkuen u 

-lk 

.ilk 

1 Lhal Li®c' 


-1 IT 

aga 1 m 
‘width’ 


-lv 

t*: 1 v 

'affair 1 


-ly 

da ly 

'burial ground' 


-It 

e 11 

'writing 

bTtrr^ 

-ic 

a: ra :lc 

' I r u 1 a Wumuti ' 

P€rrrr/Thir & 

-lk 

uik 

' 1 TIS ide ' 

ft_ffrrA 

- im 

• 

a: jm 
' deprh ' 


- In 

a 

k/i 1 n 

' lit?- thief' 

asttot 

- rh 

l rb 
’ ar. t ' 

gliiu 

-rt 

P“” . Cun-til 

‘roll up and down 

-rd 

curd 

'roll up' 

**11— 

-1 k 

irk 

‘tighten* 

S’* 

TK 

ore 

' m 1 e e p 




KOTA PHONETIC REAliSf^H 


rc 

p<iri 

uri * 


'low l3Ak wunwn' 

ri 

or i 

' rub ’ 


rm 

Ju: rm 

i&jiih 


' di*tancf' 


in 

parn 

'1 UV ca*tc D4H 


rn 

urn 



'roll* 


r 1 

.jr 1 



fcve r' 


ri 

ir 1 

' flight' 


rv 

nrv 

iun<i' 


'booy' 


rk 

ark 

•aubdua* 

.Mr* 

r R 

arg 

’ subdue * 


rc 

kavafc 

' Kurtimha woman' 


mt, 

• 

pa; tin 



'plain land tnr 
cultiv a tion' 

uu n~ iii 

c n 

kavarn 

■ 

'Kuiumbii man' 

a*ur-'*fT 

rv 

ka rv 
• 

*rsii 


'cross’ 


vy 

gury 
’ tcrapie' 




172/GRAPHEHIC REPRESRNTATIOK 


7 hr*e* Con&c+uini Cluutftrr 


-dkn 

mudkn 
'old nan' 

-pkn 

kopkn 

a variety of bird 

- trra 

ca: trtn 
' astrology ' 

-tkn 

jatkn 

• 

' co-brolher' 

- t vn 
• 

taotvn 

• 

' lame man' 

-djl 

'room in house' 

~ctm 

kac tin 

1 trouble' 

"|ng 

poliig 

' tdCKi ' 

-r La 

artm 

'moaning' 

-rdn 

a 

cirdn 
'he-thief' 

-rkc 

park- 

' poor wouan' 

- rluii 

u r km 

1 sleep' 

- rkn 

pa rkn 

1 poor nan’ 

-rlc 

i 

irlc 
’riyna ' 

-ndn 

con Jin 
're lat ion' 


(elmudrir 

&rr$t7ib 

£gL_<*6«I 

(a)LTr7L_»TLhPfT 

a£l_i b 

iSiuLm 

UlTt&j 
gjj dip 
urT&tiT 
{2)it,ira 


&& fTbS] \ p li> 
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-iiyp 

unyp 

* thought ' 

fi_ oil UJLJ 

~ncn 

■acvcn 

'(man ' 

tc+ifT&tm 

-nyc 

panyc 

'Panya caste woman' 

m 

uvtonua 

-nyn 

panyn 

'Panya caste man' 

I JCFTTUJfTT 

-nkn 

mu:nkn 

'personal namo' 


-lgn 

pulgn 

'boasting man' 


-}kxn 

% 

valkm 
'customs' 

«\jcrr«LO 

-rkm 

arks 

6 

'obodienc* ' 



iva Cnnanrurnt CU*8 igrtt 

“ntygn ontygn 

'male pig' 


VFS1 lL LLJt &&T 


SAMPLE TEXT 


Tn the sample text, the phoneirir writing 
aid the Tamil uraphemic writing are given alon^ 
with the free translation in English, 

ni:igyv v&: pn 

t 

1, nillgyr veittl ko:v a:qi el me: «:y ko:ka: 1 
H-U l L ulvu me ; . 

2, e y koka 1 ku.velme tsy de rv odvu: 

3, ade:rv amd kalde:rve:, gannog deirv pemog 
dc:rve: . 

h. de:rv pe.r "aynno: r", "atnno: r" idr pe : re : . 

5. ade rvne: emke: kek**: elme: kalct 

t.idko; . 

6. end detrvk pujwe: pale naye: du: brae - idne 

gicve:me. . 

7. ka-ye: knlpurrnc: pu: jm giyc-ine. 

8. a:in kubilt de;rvn urli il.i; 

9. de:rv eydke- 1 eyd mindkano• nne: eyd 
nindkano:lne od te:rka rne: olo:. 



KOTA PHONETIC READER/175 


bTf'wmdbUli (ifil/L. L£ 

l <rfR>j4ujfT C?«iL_^4ib C^AfteSi «^y,tD sTsbCSm cjtu 
(?«B,TCJdW7«b ^{5 £>frr(pbiiCJi£). 

2. fc^ir’i G&'rQviticvGin cjtus (Zpricii 

6j>7 lLG‘«w. 

3. ^EHitofb »*>S/ cWLhzjb (^<*'Toi:sGf , ; 35riC?^i, :^53VurLD7:a 
*GjSifsij Ouo’io^jA s GfrftGtn, 

4. tGprrrii CrtJ/f "^ju ;4TrarC»«7fT/T", “<5fiiiG»T.TfT M 

GljCT^. 

5. cSftCrjfcfaijCtan ifuiCI<* 7'thCi#, (TTjsnOLD ti€bCtic 

6. *(?#>.i hi ».4 L_nCt r 4L' wrGiu 

IgtftL/GfrLD c^^GmjCld. 

7. anGui a&^/KsU) i^CturC^c. 

8- -^uj S-ii ‘u 

9. tCfjZinGrii mijJ£ iA6;jr ^A(psPraTTbijTGix» 

6TUU!^i^giM ^6 &Go 017 IJolVGllJ Cp£> 74&TfK*6l) 

^(ttn.T. 



176/SAMPLE TEXT 


Nilgiri Mountain 

1. In the Nilgiri mountains, we Kotac have builL 
seven villager. 

2. There are seven God* for the Kotaa of these 
seven villages 

3. These Gods .ire our family deities. Tucre an: 
a loule God and female Gods. 

A. The male God is called "the father God" and 
the female Gods are called "the mother Goddesses" 

5. These Cods have taught us the way of life and 
given the livelihood. 

6. We offer milk and thee to our Gods. 

7. Wc never offer coconut and camphor. 

6. Our Cods do not have any image. 

9. There are two male chief priests and two 
femalo chief priest* and one fortune teller for 
these Cods. 


KOTA PHONETIC READER/I 77 


Devanagari Script 

Since mo3c. of tne Kots words have a string 
of consonant clusters, "hal" may be used to 
represent the pure consonants. Even in the word 
initial clusters the pure consonants will be 


wr i t ten 

written 

Vowel8: 

with hal, for example, /do 

as in Devanagari 

: gm/ will be 

Phoneme 

Devanagari 

Word 

Meaning 

n 

3T 

% 

mother 

a: 

•3TT 

ans 

% 

cow 

i 


\ > 

now 

i: 

i 


say 

u 



salt 

u: 



this man 

e 



ray 

e: 

* 

*1 

seven 

□ 



will (good 

o r 

art 

3?tn 

N 

KO 


Consonants. 


Phoneme 

Dev.inaga r i 

Word 

Meaning 

P 


q* 

house 

b 

$ 

Wl 

quickly 




(Contd . . . . ) 




178/SAMPLE TEX1 


1'honerne 

Dcvanagar i 

Word 

Meaning 

t 

c! 

cTT 

give 

d 

3 


burial place 

t 

T 


B17«! 1 l 

d 

T 

3W*?T 

that day 



s 

f^veninj; 

t 

3 

x \ 

play 

d 

4 

ms 

head 

k. 

ft 


stone 

X 

*T 

3«5T 

sparrow 

c 

xf 

?imft 

% % 

rear 

i 

3T 


t line 

VI 

H 

tflcS 

daughter 

n 

*1 

m 

% 

ghee 

n 


VVJ 

s. 

oil 

h 



where 

1 


qm 

% 

milk 

L 

oS 

<M|o& 

\ 

nun 

r 

r 

3TT* 

h ix 

r 

5 

\ 

"FT^*T 

pot 

V 


% s 

fail 

y 

q 

am 

* 

lock 


(Contd.. .) 
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ar?rw. ^la aria <**t* far 
avqg. 3fi55cf^ i 9a a>1» T ? r afta ^ fca 
<wrs'r i 3T ifrg »p^ gj»sr^ i »mtn ^rg 
^ 4 m ^ I ^ “amft" $rr ^ | 

3? qTg/,») qwH gJSP^ g^qjf I <7^5, 

q[^ gvt i^gJ| ^ i grft 

<jsifl i aw ?fta% 3^a i 

a?‘.q to r*naa>oiH^> ^ aiK rKanr% 

arfosY i 



8J81.70GKAPHV 


1. J.D.O. 'Connor, 1976 ; 'Phonetics', Penguin 

Publication*, U S.A. 

2. R.M-S- HEFFNER, 1969 : 'General Phonetics’, 

University of Wisconsin Press, Modison, 
U.ii.A. 

3. DANIEL JONES AND DF.NNIS WARD, 1969 : 'Phonetics 

o£ Russian', Canbncge University Press, 
London. 

A. S. RAJ ARAM, 19 72 'Tamil Phonetic Reader', 
Central Institute. r>f Indian Languages, 
Mysore. 

5. G. SUBBIAHj 1972 : 'A Descriptive Analysis of 
Rota Language ' , Unpublished Ph.D. Disser¬ 
tation, Annamal.ii University. 



8J81.70GKAPHV 


1. J.D.O. 'Connor, 1976 ; 'Phonetics', Penguin 

Publication*, U S.A. 

2. R.M-S- HEFFNER, 1969 : 'General Phonetics’, 

University of Wisconsin Press, Modison, 
U.ii.A. 

3. DANIEL JONES AND DF.NNIS WARD, 1969 : 'Phonetics 

o£ Russian', Canbncge University Press, 
London. 

A. S. RAJ ARAM, 19 72 'Tamil Phonetic Reader', 
Central Institute. r>f Indian Languages, 
Mysore. 

5. G. SUBBIAHj 1972 : 'A Descriptive Analysis of 
Rota Language ' , Unpublished Ph.D. Disser¬ 
tation, Annamal.ii University. 



